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Fnri|: PLO must approve delegates 

LONDON (R) — Mayor of Bctbkhew Efee FVdQ said Monday any 
Palestinian ddfcg^ to proposed peace talks wtih Israel not approved by the 
Pdwitinc liberation Orgurintfaw (PLO) wtmld be ennddered a traitor. 
>r We the Pdedhrims fa the occapkd territories insist that apy Pabsttefan 
dd gg a ti o n mast be a nsidmiwi and declared by the FLO, our oak and 
fc ^lHn ii tr r rprtJtMb d h e," FtcjJ told a Load o n news conference. Frejj and 
MttMth Natohe, depooed by the bndk as wayor of Hebraa in 1983, were 
MBritata at the iavttatloa or the Scottish dty of Gteqpnr. Both men lane 
been wffldafly proposed as poadMe delegates to tin peace talks. Fired 
odd any ftdudhilan not o pproe d by the PLO wooU be considered '*a 
qahSng and a traitor... whhoitt espfidt FLO approval, we wfll reject them 
oft of hand.” FretJ doe said Arab Jdusaleui mast be represented at the 
tdks. Ndsbe a cea a ed Israel of delaying a ded rion on hokting the talks 
became “they are watting far the Palestinians and the PLO to lose patience 
md retain to armed straggle." Bat Fre(j said the Pdesttadans would 
i-f to resist braefi occapatfan wfthoot resorting to farce. 
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** Modrow in Moscow 

MOSCOW (AP) — East Gennan 
■ r '’ Prime Minister Hans Modrow ar- 
rived Monday for talks with Pres- 
'•*. , ident Mikhail S. Gorbachev ex- 
pected to focus on prospects for 
* future trade and security after the 
March 18 East Gennan electi ons 
“• The TASS news agency said 
-V Modrow was met at the airport by 
Premier Nikolai Ryzhkov and 
i -- D epoty Foreign Minister Anatoly 
Ariamishin. 

-• Israel convicts 
Yugoslav ‘spy* 

TEL AVIV (R) — An Israeli 
court Monday convicted a Yugos- 
lav immigrant of spyin g for the 
Palestine liberation ^Organisa- 
tion (PLO), the Israeli news 
bun said. Victoria David 
guflty in the Haifa dis- 
trict court to charges of giving 
■\ information to an enemy, having 
contact with an enemy and be- 
longing to a banned organisation. 
Her admission was part of a plea 
bargain with the prosecution, 
Itirn said. Sentences was set for 
April 1. Another Yugoslav 
woman accused as an accomplice 
in die spy case, Patricia Kanse- 
7 vich, was deported last month 
without a trim. 

. Warsaw Pad 
ministers to meet 

PRAGUE -(R) — Warsaw Pact 
foreign ministers have been in- 
V vited to meet in Prague March 17 
to discuss European security, 

,■ Czechoslovak Foreign Minister 
" Jiri Dicostbier said Monday. He 
told ' a news conference that 
Soviet Foreign Minteer Eduard 
Shevardnadze had reacted “with 
interest” to his p roposal made 
during a visit to Moscow last 
week. Dienstbeir did not say 
which Warsaw Pact nations had 
con firmed they would attend the 
meeting, scbeauled for die day 
before East' Germany holds a 
general election. 

Angolan rebels ask 
for ceasefire 

? LUANDA (R) — Angola's right- 
wing rebels asked Monday for a 
ceasefire in their 15-year war with 
the government and admitted for 
die first time government forces 
had made inajor advances. Rebel 
leader Jonas Savimbi said on re- 
bel radio he was ready to accept 
an immediate ceasefire, orga- 
nised by Zairean President 
Mobutu Sese Seko, if govern- 
ment forces would abandon their 
military gains of the past two 
months. 

At least 9 die in 
clashes in Kashmir 

SRINAGAR (R) — At least nine 
people were tilled Monday in 
Indian-niled Kashmir as security 
forces battled to quell 
revolt, witnesses said, 
confirmed four dead, incl uding a 
non-commissioned army officer 
^ shot by one of his own men in 
■ BaramuDa near the P aki sta n bor- 
der. Witn esses said militants shot 
dead four security forcemen 
when Indian authorities allowed a 
brief break in curfew in the state’s 
summer capital, Srinagar, and 
officials said a passerby died 
when he was caught in the cross- 
fire. 

Iran plans to send 
man into space 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran said Mon- 
day it was planning to send a man 

into space on board a Soviet 
spacecraft. Tehran Radio said die 
plan was discussed during a meet- 
ing in Tehran last weekend of die 
Soviet-Iranian Joiflt Economic 
Commission. 

Poindexter’s 
l - trial begins 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Iran-contra trial of John Poindex- 
ter— Oliver North’s former boss 
and Ronald Reagan’s former aide 
■— b egan Monday as lawyers tried 
to find an impartial jury to hear 
die highly publicised case. North 
and former President Reagan are 
expected to be sworn witnesses in 
Poindexter’s trial on five felony 
charges s te mmi ng from the worst 
crisis of Reagan's eight-year pres- 
idency. Poindexter, a 53-year-old 
retired rear admiral who was 
Reagan’s ™at»nnal security sdvis- 
cr, is char ged with two coasts of 
lying to C ongress, two Of ob- 
structing Congress and one count 
Of e nn t piri ng tO obstruct COD- 


King seeks EC support 
against Soviet influx 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Writer with agency dispatches 

PARIS ~ His Majesty King Hus- 
sein Monday began a visit to 
France during winch he will hold 
talks with French President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand cm the latest de- 
velopments, in the Middle East 
and the Lebanese situation and 
seek Pars’ support for efforts to 
counter the threats inherent in 
the massive influx erf Soviet Jew- 
ish immigrants to Israel. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the King’s talks would 
cover bilateral relations, the- 
latest developments in the inter- 
national arena, the Middle East 
conflict, and issues of common 
interest. 

The King was received upon 
arrival by a senior representative 
of the French government, Jorda- 
nian embassy staff in Paris, and 
Arab ambassadors accredited to 
France. 

Jordanian officials quoted by 
Reuters and AP said the King, 
due to go to London Wednesday, 
wanted backing far the Arab 
position that the Soviet Jewish 
mflhmr to Israel could destabilise 
the Middle East. 

“The talks will centre on the 
crisis in war- torn Lebanon and 
Soviet Jewish immigration” to 
Israel and the Israeli -ocoqued 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, an 
official quoted by die AP said. 


‘Both leaders are also ex- 
pected to discuss developments 
on the Pales tinian issue and other 
topics of mutual concern, the 
official was quoted as saying. 

The official, who was not iden- 
tified, added the King was to hold 
similar talks with B ritish Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher. 

Another official, quoted by 
Reuters, said: “France, a leader 
of the European Community 
(EC), has; taken many stands that 
were very dose to Arab positions 
in recent yean. We hope Paris 
can help os minimize 'the dangers 
of this migration, which will 
affect not only Jordan but all the 
Arab countries.” 

King Hussein, who is accompa- 
nied by Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and Foreign 
Minister Marwan Al Qasem, 
would also meet French Prime 
Minister Michel Rocard, Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas and De- 
fence Minister Jean-Pierre 
Chevenement. 

Last week. King Hussein 
toured Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates to 
brief their leaders on the outcome 
of Arab Cobperation Council 
(ACC) summit held in Amman 
Feb. 24. 

. That summit of leaders from 
Jordan, Egypt, Iraq and North 
Yemen denounced efforts to set- 
tle Soviet immigrants in die occu- 


pied territories. 

King Hussein also visited Iraq 
Saturday and an official 
announcement said the Monarch 
and Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein discussed the nnuiigialiou 
issue. 

Arab League foreign ministers 
are due to meet Saturday to fix 
dates for visits to Washington and 
EC countries to voice concern 
over the influx of Soviet Jews. 

U.S. President George Bush 
said Saturday that U.S. aid to 
Israel would be influenced by 
whether Tel Aviv allows new 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

“We do not believe there 
should be new settlements in the 
West> Bank or in East Jeru- 
salem,” Bush told a news confer- 
ence. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir dedared Sunday however 
be would encourage the new 
arrivals to settle in Arab Jeru- 
salem (see page 2). 

The EC said in January Israeli 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories were Illegal and voiced 
serious concern at the possible 
settlement of Soviet Jews in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

It said last month it welcomed 
the freedom given to Soviet Jews 
to emigrate but they should not 
do so at the expense of Palesti- 
nian rights. 


Air race prize to help the blind 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Mqjesty King Hnsscfa 
has placed 190,000 Frank francs — which the 
Saqr Al Urdun (Falcon o£ Jordan) crew won to the 
Malaysia International Air Race 1990 — at the 
disposal ef the FHeads <rf Bfod Society. 

ha a message addressed to Friends of the Biind 
Society President Prince Ra’d Ben Zdd Monday, 
the Khag said that the money was handed over to 


Man by the captain of the Jordanian team that 
participated hi the race. “It wffl be allocated for 
the sons of the Jordanian bafly to undergo 
cornea oper a tio n s so tint they would 

enjoy sight/' the King sad. “• 

l i . ^ King expreraed profound joy at the Snip* Al 
Urdun victory and expressed irhecere gratitude 
and appreciation to the anew members. 


PLO expects formal peace 
dialogue to start this month 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — A 
senior aide to Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (FLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat says the first 
official dialogue between Palesti- 
nians and Israelis will start this 
month, the Al Ittihad daily re- 
ported Monday. 

Bassam Abu Sharif was quoted 
as saying in an interview in Tonis 
that the agenda would include a 
step-by-step peace process, en- 
ding Israel's 23-year-old occupa- 
tion of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip and holding elections in the 
territories. 

Abu Sharif said Washington 
was now convinced that the 
Palestinian delegation should 
co mp ri se representatives from in- 
side and outside the occupied 
territories. 

“All obstacles regarding % 
Palestinian representation have' 
been removed,” he said. 

Bat he did not say whether 


Israel has ^proved the agenda. 

Israeli officials have insisted 
that talks be restricted to elec- 
tions on the baas of limited 
autonomy for the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Israel has also said it will not 
talk directly with the PLO and 
has insisted the Palestinian de- 
legation comprise only figures 
from the occupied territories. 

Israeli leaders have bceu dead- 
locked over a compromise formu- 
la proposed by U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker that the 
Palestinian delegation include 
people expelled from the occu- 
pied zones or who owned homes 
or businesses in those regions. 
Israeli hardliners such a 
an in- 
PLO. 

Abu Sharif said be eroected the 
U.S., Israeli and Egyptian foreign 
mini sters to meet in Cairo within 
to seek to pave the way for 


co mp r o mise would permit , 
direct participation by fbe 


Pakstioian-bradi dialogue by iron- 
ing out differences over who should 
represent the P al e stinian s. 

Aba Sharif did not name the 
Palestinian team or say whether they 
wiH be dearly PLO-affiKated. 

More tfa«» 30 Palestinian leaders 
from the occupied territories 
announced a demand Monday that 
the PLO mast be involved in the 
planned talks. 

A statement by the Palestinians 
was released as Israeli leaden con- 
tinued to be deadlocked over accept- 
ing U.S.-backed com p romises. The 
hardened stance by the Palestinian 
leaden lessens the chances of Israel 
such compromises, 
statement by 34 Palestinian 
leaders from the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip was rircohted in Jerusalem and 
the West Bank. 

It called for “the immediate open- 
ing, without preconditions, of a 
Patestinian-Israeli dialogue” and 
chided the Israeli government for 
“placing obstacles in tire way of any 
effort to move the peace process 
forward.” 


Yeltsin says Soviet vote results 
pave way for faster reform 


AMSTERDAM 
Radical r e fo rm Communist 
Yeltsin said Monday early elec- 
tion results in three Soviet repub- 
lics would enable die government 
to move faster towards reform erf 
the Soviet economy. 

Partial results from Sunday’s 
parliamentary and local polls in 
the Russian Federation, the 
Ukraine and Byelorussia, which 
account for 70 per cent of the 
Soviet population, show pro-re- 
form candidates far ahead of 
orthodox Communist opp onents. 

“The vote gives the possibility 
to strengthen reforms and allow 
new measures to be taken,” Yelt- 
sin said on learning at a news 
conference in Amsterdam that be 
had been elected in the Russian 
Federation by a wide majority. 

“I have been urging (Soviet 
barter Mikhail ) GortedteV to 
take a whole other tactic for 


Hie results show I was 
^ 1 Yeltsin said. 

“I will advise him to go forward 
fester with more strength.., to 
a package of laws on tax 
reform and p r o perty and land to 


a legal 
he said at the start 
of a seven-nation tour promoting 
his autobiogr ap hy “Against the 
Grain." 

Yeltsin said it was too early to 
say whether he would build on his 
victory to seek election as presi- 
dent erf the Russian Republic, 
saying his decision would depend 
on how well other reformist 
candidates (fid. 

Asked why he thought people 
had voted for ism, he said it was a 
combination of a protest vote 
against continued economic 
har dship and the programmes be 
had presented. 

‘The vote was a referendmn on 
perestroika and the resnlts reflect 
the people have had it worse not 
better than before,” he said 
through a t ran sla to r. 

According to unofficial results 
from Kiev, two framer political 
prisoners were among leaders of 
a radical opposition alliance who 
swept into the Ukrainian parlia- 
ment in the elections. 

As a wave of national con- 
sciousness swept the second- 
largest Soviet republic, leaders of 


the Ukraine’s nationalist Rukh 
mov e ment were all overwhel- 
mingly returned, some with 80 
per cent .or more of the vote. 

They included Rnkh President 
Ivan Drach, a poet, apd the 
movement's secretary Mikhail 
Horyn, a former dissident who 
was finally freed from jail in 1987 
after more than 12 years. 

Another Rnkh leader who won 
a seat was framer dissident and 
underground publisher Vyaches- 
lav Chamovil, also freed under 
Gorbachev after 15 years in 
prison. 

“Almost all out leaders are 
in," said Rnkh official Anatoly 
Shibiko as provisional results 
came into the movement’s tiny 
headquarters in central 


Elsewhere in the republic, 
candidates backed by the Com- 
munist Party appara tn s looked 
-likdy to score substantial succes- 
ses in rural constituencies. 

; Prime Mjmdster Vitaly Masol 
and Ukrainian fjw m iBi i Mt Party 
Second Secretary Stanislav 
Gorenko, both tfamling in rural 
areas, woe both elected. 



A woman struggles to dear her balcony of debris in east Beirut after 
the M®cfe was badly damaged in art&esy battles 

E. Beirut enjoys 
rare day of peace 


BEIRUT (R) — East Beirut resi- 


day in more than a month of war 
Monday and mediators worked to 
torn battle fatigue into lasting 
peace. 

Traffic dogged the rabble- 
strewn streets of the Christian 
enclave as many of the remaining 
residents ventured out under 
doudy skies, some for the first 
time in weeks. 

Hundreds joined the exodus to 
safety which has already cut the 
original 900,000 population by 
about 120,000. More than 800 
have been killed in the fighting 
since it erupted Jan. 31. 

Troops of General Michel 
Aoun and militiamen of the 
Lebanese Forces (LF), threatened 
with excommunication Friday un- 
less they stopped fighting, si- 
lenced their guns Sunday night. 

Christian political sources said 
mediators shuttled across barri- 
cades separating the rivals for 
talks on implementing a peace 
plan largely ignored smee it was 
agreed last month. 

The plan calls for an end to 
military operations and agree- 
ment on the future military role 
of the 10,000-strong LF. It was 
Aoun's demand that the LF dis- 
arm that sparked the war. 

Political sources said both sides 
had agreed to reopen roads, dis- 
engage forces and hand over 


security to the police. 

An aide to Aoun said a com- 
prehensive pact was within grasp. 

Political sources said the new 
peace drive following the appa- 
rent failure of Aoun's drive 
against the LF, which controls 
two-thirds of the 800 square- 
kilometre enclave, its ports, main 
power station and only central 
bank branch. 

A senior Christian political 
leader told Reuters Aoun had to 
realise he had lost military and 
the battles should stop while a 
final peace settlement was negoti- 
ated. 

The sources said the waning 
leaders might soon form a joint 
leadership to ran the enclave and 
were discussing a proposal for an 
enlarged Christian cabinet. 

But they doubted such a 
cabinet would be formed as it 
would set the stage for dividing 
Lebanon, which already has a 
president and a government 
based in west Beirut. 

Aoun sees himself as tbe legiti- 
mate ruler of Lebanon after being 
named interim p ri m e by 

outgoing President Amin 
Gemayel when parliament failed 
to elect a successor in 1988. 

He has refused to recognise the 
authority of Syrian-backed Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi, now on a visit 
to Saudi Arabia and Algeria to 
seek financial and military help. 


GCC to help confront 
Soviet immigration threat 


RIYADH (AP) —Foreign minis- 
ters of the six-member Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
pledged Monday to help the Arab 
League block the threat of large- 
scale Soviet Jewish immigration 
to Israel. 

“The GCC states will exert 
every possible effort within the 
framework of Arab efforts to 
confront this emigration,” Omani 
Foreign Minister Yousef Ben 
Alawi told a news conference. 

Alawi and his counterparts 
from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Qatar, B ahrain and toe United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) were con- 
cluding a two-day conference at 
the GCC’s Riyadh headquarters 
to formulate a common policy on 
Arab issues, especially Jordan's 
call for an emergency Arab sum- 
mit on the expected flood of 
Soviet Jews to Israel. 

Israeli officials have said they 
expect some 300,000 Soviet Jews 
to emigrate there over tbe next 
few years following Moscow's 
earing of travel restrictions. 

The Arab states have held 
Washington at least partially re- 
sponsible for the influx of the 
Soviet Jews because it has res- 
tricted visas for immigrants, thus 
channelling them towards Israel. 

The Arab League is sending a 
delegation to Moscow, Washing- 
ton and other key capitals in a fed 
to restrict Jewish emigration from 
die Soviet Union to Israel. 

Alawi said in his opening 
address to the conference Sunday 


that tbe Jewish influx has “sent 
shockwaves through the Arab 
Workl, not only because of the 
complications such immigration 
will add to the faltering efforts for 
peace, but because of the real 
danger it represents to Arab 
national security.” 

Tbe GCC ministers have also 
discussed stalemated U.N. efforts 
to negotiate a peace treaty be- 
tween Iran and Iraq to formally 
end their 1980-88 war. 

T alks between the two sides, 
winch stopped fighting Ang. 20, 
1988, when a U.N.-sponsored 
ceasefire took effect, have 
stalled. 

Alawi, who has visited Bagh- 
dad and Tehran recently, refer- 
red to the GCC summit resolu- 
tion in Oman last December to 
work for a “rapprochement of 
Iran-Iraq views and for confi- 
dence-building between the two 
countries... to help the U.N. 
secretary-general reach a peace 
pact.” 

Another key issue was the 
bloodshed in Lebanon. Alawi 
said the GCC supported the 
efforts of an Arab League com- 
mittee made up of Saudi Arabia, 
Morocco and Algeria, to mediate 
an end to Lebanon’s nearly 15- 
year-old civil war. 

Oman will later this month host 
a meeting between the GCC and 
the European Community to dis- 
cuss political and economic coor- 
dination between fee two blocs 
(See page €). 


Arafat: U.N. likely to 
meet on Jewish influx 

He said tbe movement was 
urging the Malaysian government 
and non-govemmental organisa- 
tions to oppose the Soviet Un- 
ion’s intention, while stressing 
unity between Malaysians and 
Palotinians 

An Arab League delegation 
has postponed a visit to Moscow 
to discuss the exodus of Soviet 
Jews to Israel, a league spokes- 
man said Monday. 

He said the visit by the foreign 
ministers of Algeria, Syria, Iraq 
and Tunisia and Arab League 
Secretary General Chadh Ktibi, 
due to start Monday, would be 
rescheduled at a league meeting 
in Tunis March 10. 

The spokesman said the visit 
was postponed because the date 
was inconvenient. A source said 
elections on Sunday in Soviet 
republics were one factor. 

Israel's Minister of Reli- 
gious Affairs Zevuhm Hammer 
said Monday that he asked for a 
legal opimon on whether tbe gov- 
ernment can revoke the 
citizenship of Israeli Arabs who 
petitioned the Soviet Union to 
halt the flow of Soviet immigrants 
to Israel. 

Some 4,000 Israeli Arabs have 
signed a petition sponsored by 
die “Sons of the Villages” move- 
ment saying that the current wave 
of immigration was at the ex- 
pense of the Palestinian people. 

Hammer, head of the Nation- 
al Religions Party, told army 
radio that such protests were “a 
blow to tbe heart of Israel.” 
He said he sent a letter Simday 
asking Israel's attorney general to 
study whether citizenship could 
be withheld from anyone “who 
acts against the right of Jews to 
return to tbe land of Israel.” 


KUALA LUMPUR (Agencies) 
— Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat said Monday the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council was likely to meet this 
month to discuss a current wave 
of Soviet Jewish immigrants set- 
tling in the Israefi-occupied terri- 
tories. 

A senior Malaysian Foreign 
Ministry official said Arafat told 
Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammad moves were under 
way to bold an emergency conned 
session in New Yoric. 

“Arafat believes a meeting 
would likely to be held some time 
mid or later this month,” said 
Foreign Ministry Secretary 
General Ahmad Kamil Jaafer, 
briefing reporters on talk? be- 
tween the two leaders. 

Diplomatic sources 'said the 
talks wav being proposed by tbe 
Soviet Union in consultation with 
the Arab states. 

Arafat, chairman of tbe Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), arrived in Koala Lumpur 
Monday for a three-day visit. 

Arab states, the PLO and the 
United States have objected to 
Soviet Jewish immigrants settling 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

“Arafat said he believed that 
the Soviet Jews would rather be 
settled in the United States than 
be moved to Israel,” Kamil said. 

Tbe Malaysian Muslim Youth 
Movement protested strongly 
Monday a gainst fee migration of 
Soviet Jews to Israel. 

Mohammad Anuar Tahir, tbe 
movement’s secretary-general, 
said this dearly reveals the Soviet 
government’s calkins attitude to- 
wards fee Palestinian people, 
although Moscow was said to be 
sympathetic toward the PLO. 


Settlers charged for killing girl 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Four Jewish set- 
tiers were charged Monday with 
manslaughter and aggravated 
a ssault in the shooting death of a 
Palestinian girl in the occupied 
West Bank, Israel army radio 


It said tbe four, students at a 
seminary in the West Bank town 
of Nablus, were accused of kflKn g 
Ibtisam Bozieh, 13, and of 
wounding two other Palestinians 
in the nearby village of Kifil 
Harith on May 29, 1989. 

The settlers, who live in the 
West Bank settlements erf fzhar 
and Maale Levona, were also 
accused of causing damage to 
prope rt y and shooting a donkey, 
the radio said. 

The charges against foe four 
indude manslangnter, assault and 
aggravated assault, it said. Such 
charges carry a maxmrnm 20-year 


sentence. 

According to the charge sheet, 
quoted by Israel Radio and the 
army radio, the settlers were on a 
hike during which they ignored 
army warnings and entered the 
village of Suojil near Nablus. 
There, they came under a Palesti- 
nian stone-throwing attack, and 
their rabbi, Yitzhak Ginzburg, 
was injured. 

The settlers withdrew while 
firing in the air, and transferred 
GlnaHirg to a hospital. They later 
dedded to change their route and 
visit the tomb of Biblical Joshua 
near Kifil Harith, the charge 
sheet said. 

Kifil Harith residents, inter- 
viewed by fee Associated Press 
soon after fee incident, said that 
the settlers entered the village on 
foot, setting fire to wheat fields 
and olive groves while shooting in 
the air. They also vandalised five 


cars. 

At fee centre of tbe village, the 
group ignited a pale of wood in 
front of a house, fee residents 
said. They said Bozieh left the 
house to see what was happening 
and was shot in the chest. 

According to the charge sheet, 
the settlers also wounded two 
other Palestinians from Kifil 
Harith and shot a donkey on their 
way out of the village. 

Israel Radio identified tbe ac- 
cused as Rafi Solomon, 
Yehoshua Shapiro, Yoel Etiran, 
and Gad Ben-Zizmra. 

Solomon was sentenced last 
year to five-and-a-haif years in 
prison for the June 20, 1989 
shooting attack in which he 
opend fire from an Uzi sub- 
machine gun on a group of 
Palestinians waiting at a major 
road intersection near Tel Aviv. 
In the attack, two Arabs were 


wounded. 

The Kifil Harith case is the 
second current trial involving 
Jewish settlers. A prominent set- 
tlement leader, rabbi Moshe 
Levinger, is also on trial for 
shooting to death a Palestinian 
merchant in tbe West Bank town 
of Hebron. 

Palestinians said some 50 set- 
tlers Monday tore up copies of 
tiie Koran at tbe nearby Muslim 
shrine of the Prophet Zi Al Kifel. 
Villagers pelted them with stones 
but the settlm were protected by 
soldiers. 

The army denied any soldiers 
entered Kifl Harith Monday and 
said it knew nothing about any 
settlers entering. 

Palestinians said the settlers 
later visited the tomb of Joshua 
— also in Kifl Harith — before 
leaving. 
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Kuwaiti crown prince 
backs elected parliament 


KUWAIT (AP) — Crown Prince Sheikh Saad A1 
Abdullah A1 Sabah has declared full snppmt fear an 
elected parliament, but insists mi firm guarantees 
for healthy cooperation between the legislature and 
the executive, according to a report published 
Monday. 


“The existence of an assembly 
is in the interest of the govern- 
ment. It would even be injurious 
for ns not to have a parliament," 
the daily A1 Qabas quoted Sheikh 
Saad, also prime minister, as 
saying. 

The report in the daily AI 
Qabas indicated that a comprom- 
ise was taking shape to settle the 
3-month crisis provoked by for- 
mer parliament members press- 
ing for the return of a Western- 
style legislature. 

Al Qabas said that the remarks 
came during a weekend meeting 
with 28 former deputies cam- 
paigning for the restoration of the 
50-member elected assembly, dis- 
solved since 1986. 

“I am for an elected assembly 
that not only acts as a watchdog, 
but to which (the government) 
will be accountable as well," 
Sheikh Saad was quoted as telling 
the pro-democracy activists dur- 
ing a dinner. It was the second 
such meeting in three weeks as 
part of a nationwide dialogue that 
the crown prince initiated in early 
Februajy. 

The dialogue helped defuse the 
situation which had been exacer- 
bated by the leadership’s avowals 
that Kuwait might opt for an 
Islamic- type, noo-elected con- 
sultative council instead of the 
elected parliament 


His remarks were the strongest 
indication to date that the rating 
Al Sabah family will opt for the 
elected parliament, the only 
elected legislative assembly 
among the Arab countries of the 
Gulf! 

But Sheikh Saad said he would 
want the ground roles changed to 
avoid repeating the events that 
led to parliament being dismissed 
in 1976 and 1986. 

“We are in agreement with you 
that we need an elected assembly 
with a new formula that ensures 
cooperation and enriches our 
democratic experiment," Sheikh 
Saad said. 

He did not elaborate on what 
controls were being considered. 

But in replay, the former 
speaker Ahma d Al Saadoun 
stressed the need for harwhing 
any drawbacks in the previous 
exp erim ents within the consti- 
tution, the newspaper reported. 

“There is no parliamentary ex- 
periments which is free from 
drawbacks, but what is important 
is to pinpoint the passive aspects 
and handle them within the con- 
stitution," Saadoun said. 

Saadoun was among the activ- 
ists who insisted that a legislative 
body other than the elected par- 
liament would be unconstitu- 
tional. 

Kuwait’s parliament was dis- 


solved in 1986 after the MPs 
subjected cabinet ministers, in- 
cluding members of the ruling 
family , to fierce griffing. A similar 
situation occurred in 1976. but 
the elected body was restored 
after a four-year hiatus. 

The second dissolution had 
come at the height of the Iran- 
Iraq war when Kuwait was tense 


by the Persian state, angry that 
Kuwait was helping finance the 
Iraqi war effort. 

Activists began late last year to. 
press for recamng parliament, us- 
ing dhraniyas to air the issue. 

Diwaniyas arc salon-type meet- 
ings in homes where all-male 
conversations take place on 
topics of the hour. 

The meetings became a regular 
Monday night event, with activ- 
ists detained by pofice for ignor- 
ing government warnings that 
they were illegal. 

But there have been no diwa- 
niya meetings called since the 
dialogue started. 

Sheikh Saad had said earlier on 
that the dialogue might go on for 
a long time before a decision was 
made, prompting speculation that 
the leadership was pr e p a red to 
meet the can for the elected 
parliament after a cooling off 
period. 

However, the crown prince was 
quoted as say ing at the Saturday 
meeting: “Toe current consulta- 
tions about the restoration of the 
parliamentary life are not in- 
tended as pro cra s ti n ation but 
rather to reach an integrated 
study that wQl be presented to the 
Emir Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah. 


Iranian envoy visits Beirut 
amid reports of hostage talks 


BEIRUT (R) — Two Iranian 
government envoys paid an un- 
announced visit to mainly Muslim 
west Beirut amid persistent re- 
ports of secret negotiations be- 
tween Tehran and Washington 
aimed at securing the release of 
Western hostages in Lebanon. 

Security sources in Beirut say 
at least one American hostage, 
Terry Anderson, may be released 
by March 16, the fifth anniversary 
of his abduction. 

Lebanese official sources Mon- 
day said Mahmoud Hashemi, 
brother of President AH Akbar 
Hashemi Ra&mjani, and Iran's 
ambassador to Syria met 
Lebanese Shiite Muslim leaders 
during a brief, secretive visit Sunr 
day. They had no details of the 
talks. 

An Iranian embassy spokes- 
man dem'ed speculation by West- 
ern diplomatic sources the Ira- 
nian envoys were on a mission to 
help free some of the 17 hostages, 
including eight Americans, who 
are believed held by Muslim ex- 
tremist groups loyal to Iran. 

He said the visit took place last 
week and involved talks with 
Lebanese leaders on ways Iran 
could provide financial aid to 
the war-ravaged country. 

A British newspaper, the Inde- 
pendent cm Sunday, also reported 
that Iranian officials- had arrived 
in Beirut to organise the release 
of one or more of the hostages. It 
quoted Lebanese and Iranian ex- 
ile sources in London and Paris. 

- President George Bush has de- 


nied the United States was en- 
gaged in secret hostage negotia- 
tions with Tehran, but Iranian 
and Lebanese political sources 
have maintained that Tehran and 
Washington have had direct con- 
tacts in Europe on the captives. 

An Iranian source dose to 
senior government officials told 
Reuters in Dubai Sunday that 
Iranian and U.S. negotiators met 
four or five times for talks in 
West Germany on the hostages 
and were hopeful they would 
meet again soon. 

Theigbanese official. sources 
said that Mahmoud Hashemi, 
director of the Middle East De- 
partment at the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry, and Iranian Ambassa- 
dor to Syria Mahmoud Akhtari 
had come to Beirut from Syria. 

Syrian government sources in 
Damascus said Hashemi earlier 
Sunday met Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouq Al Shara’ and. 
gave him a message from Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati winch dealt “with issues 
of mutual concern.” 

Diplomats said Hashenri’s talks 
also dealt with preparations for a 
visit to Iran by Shara’. 

Damascus is the main power 
broker in Lebanon, with about 

40,000 Syrian troops stationed in 
the country, and most Western 
hostages who have been released 
by their captives in Lebanon have 
left by way of Damascus. 

Shfite sources in Lebanon say 
all contacts between Iran and 
HizboUah are made through the 


I ranian embassy in Damascus. 

Iran backs the HizboUah (Party 
of God) Muslim extremist group 
which is believed, despite its re- 
peated denials, to be bedding 
most of the Western hostages in 
Lebanon. 

Peggy Say, sister of Anderson, 
tiie former bureau chief in Beirut 
of the news agency Associated 
Press, says Shara' told ha during 
a mooting, in Damascus last 
month that he would visit Iran to 
press for her brother's release. 

The Independent said the sec- 
ret talks had been held between 
Iranian re prese n tatives and for- 
mer U.S. government officials, 
including former Secretary of 
State Cyrus Vance. 

Vice President Dan Quayle, 
reiterating denials made by Btash 
Thursday, said on U.S. television 
Sunday: “We’re not using Cy 
Vance to negotiate the release erf 
the hostages. We’re not using 
anyone to negotiate on a quid pro 
quo basis with Iran." 

Meanwhile an Iranian news- 
paper denied Monday that its 
suggestion of a prisoner swap 
with the United States to improve 
relations with Washington was 
officially inspircd. 

The Kayhan International said 
Saturday that Tehran and 
Washington could negotiate the 
release of two Americans jailed 
in Iran in exchange for t h ree 
black Muslims in U.S. jails to 
improve ties once Western hos- 
tages in Lebanon were freed. 


New Turkish parties to challenge rivals 


ANKARA (R) — Two new poli- 
tical g ro u pin gs are gearing up to 
challenge the supremacy of Tur- 
key’s established parties, which 
have ‘been tom by internal bick- 
ering. 

' A group of left-wingers said at 
the weekend they would formally 
launch the New Democratic 
Formation (NDF). The group 
broke away from the main 
opposition Social Democratic 
Populist Party (SHP) in a dispute 


over SHP policy towards Kurds. 

“The people are not identifying 
with established parties and their 
established concepts of politics,” 
NDF leader Aydm Grrven Gnr- 
kan, 49, told supporters. 

On the centre-right, former 
Istanbul Mayor Bedrettin Dalan, 
a founding member of the ruling 
Motherland Party, is touring the 
country to win support for his 
planned Democratic Centre 
Party. 


“All will see this party come to 
power. The nation is fed up with 
the old politicians," Dalan, 50, 
told reporters. He was referring 
indirectly to Motherland politi- 
cians including President Turgot 
Ozal, who was elected last 
November. 

The Motherland was rocked 
last month by the resignation as 
Foreign Minister of Mesnt Yfl- 
maz, another founding member 
and one-time dose aide to OzaL 


Sudanese 

army 

recaptures 

mountain 

area 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Govern- 
ment troops nave recaptured 
Kurongu Abdalla area in the 
Nuba Hills, south Kordofan, the 
official Sudan News Agency re- 
ported Sunday. 

The agony quoted Maj.-Gen. 
Al Ilgam Mohammad Ai Tigani, 
the commander of the Fifth In- 
fantry Division, as saying that his 
troops Saturday forced their way 
into positions and fortifications of 
the rebels and entered the 2,300 
square kilometre mountainous 
area of Kurungu Abdallah after 
four days of fierce fighting. 

Sweating in Al Obcid, capital 
of the west Sudan Koidofan re- 
gion, T|gani said the army is now 
mopping up the area mid pur- 
suing the freeing rebels who left 
dead and equipment behind. 

Casualties of the rebel Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) are still being counted, 
Tigani said without mentioning 
his troops losses. 

The Sudanese Armed Forces 

Command riafmed Saturday that 

its troops have wiped out four 
rebel battalions ami two camps in 
south Sudan. The command 
statement gave no details. 

Reporting from Al Obtid, the 
Agency meanwhile quoted 
Abdul Wahab Abdul Rahman, 
the c ommissi oner of South Kor- 
dofim province, as saying that 
13,310 persons have died in the 
region once the civil war began in 
1983. 

Speaking at a conference on 
security in the region, Abdnl Rah- 
man said 101,785 people mi- 
grated from the province to other 
areas as a result of the war. 


Ethiopian * 
rebels 
capture 
another town 

NAIROBI (R) — Ethiopian re- 
bels killed over a thousands gov- 
ernment soldiers and captured 
the town erf Addis Zemea, east of ' 
Lake Tana, 400 kilometres north 
of Addis Ababa, their clandestine < 
radio stationy monitored 1 here, 
has said. 

The radio said the army of the 
Ethiopian People’s Revolution- 
ary Democratic Front (EFRDF) 
had “crashed” government 
troops stationed at Addis Zemen 
“putting the town under its con- 
trol on Friday.” 

The radio said 320 government 
soldiers were killed in foe capture 
of Addis Zemen and another 710 
were killed Thursday and Friday 
in fighting near Bahir Dar, a large 
town at the southern end of Lake 
Tana. Another 730 soldiers were 
wounded, and 130 captured, the 
radio said. 


Israel to settle as many Soviet Jewish 
immigrants as possible in East Jerusalem 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir said 
Sunday that Israel does not 
consider Jewish neighbour- 
hoods in the annexed East 
Jerusalem as setttanents and 
would txy to direct as many 
Soviet Jews there as possible. 

Shamir was responding to 
statements by U.S. leaders, 
among them President George 
Bush, who have linked Amer- 
ican aid for immigrant resettle- 
ment with the stoppage of 
Israeli settlement activity in 
the occupied territories and 
Jerusalem. 

“There are no settlements in 
Jerusalem,” Shamir declared 
in a speech to Jewish fundrais- 
ers here. “It is part of Israel 
and it will never be divided 
again." 

Shamir later explained to 
reporters that he made the 
statement “because some peo- 
ple are talking about settl- 
ments in Jerusalem... the 
great, the big suburbs of Jeru- 
salem like Gilo, and Ramot, 
and Ramat Eshkol — for them 
they are settlements.” 

“For ns, they arc part of 
Yerushalaim,” Shamir said, 
using the Hebrew name for the 
Holy City. 

Iasrael annexed the Arab 
East Jerusalem after occupying 
it in the 1967 Middle East war, 
and has declared the city — 
home to 350,000 Jews and 

130,000 Arabs — its capital. 

Most of the Western coun- 
tries, including the United 


States, do not recognise that 
claim and say the status of 
Jerusalem should be deter- 
mined in negotiations. Recent 
U.S. statements, however, 
seemed to go beyond that, 
pomt by objecting to Israeli 
housing projects in East Jeru- 
salem. 

Tens of thousands of Israelis 
live in new neighbourhoods 
built on the outskirts of East 
Jerusalem since 1967. Popula- 
tion of Gilo alone, for inst- 
ance, now readies 30,000. 

However, the Israelis living 
there do not get the same 
financial incentives — tax de- 
duction and cheap housing — 
as those tiving in the occupied 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

“We don’t make a distinc- 
tion between West Jerusalem 
and East Jerusalem, for us 
there is one Jerusalem, our 
capital,” Shamir sakL 

“Wc want to have as many 
Soviet Jewish olim (new im- 
migrants) in Yerushalaim as 
possible," he said. 

His statements came .as the 
government was debating its 
response to U.S. proposals for 
starting Middle East peace 
talks. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
James A. Baker III, trying to 
work out a compromise be- 
tween Israel and Palestinians, 
who demand an independent 
state with East Jerusalem as its 
capital, has suggested includ- 
ing an East Jerusalem Arab in 
preliminary peace talks with 


Israeli hard-liners oppose 
the idea, saying it would 
amount to negotiating the sta- 
tus of Jerusalem. 

Shamir said -he would not 
agree to any talks that may 
question “the status of Jeru- 
salem, which he described as 
“the heart and soul of the 
Jewish people.” 

Referring to Baker’s stand 
on Soviet immigr ation, Shamir 
said he hopes Baker would 
“reconsider his position and 
change it” 

Last Thursday, Baker said 
the United States could not 
extend a $400 million guaran- 
teed loan to Israel for housing 
for Soviet Jews if they were 
settled in the West Bank or in 
Gaza or if Israel continued its 
settlement projects there. 

Israel, which receives $3 bil- 
lion in annual American aid, 
says it needs the extra money 
to accommodate the wave of 
Soviet Jews, expected to reach 

80,000 to 100,000 this year. 
Some Israeli officials say as 
many as 230,000 may come. 

Shamir has created a furor in 
the West and the Arab World 
by suggesting that Israel needed 
to retain the occupied territor- 
ies to house Soviet immigrants. 
The government later said it 
had no policy erf directing im- 
migrants to Jewish settlements 
in the occupied lands, where 1 
some 200 Soviet Jews have 
settled in 1989. 

Amid mounting Arab pro- 


tests over the influx of immig- 
rants^ the government last 
week announced that Soviet 
immigr ation fig ures must be 
submitted to Israel’s military 
censor prior to publication. 

The order took effect just 
after Israeli media reports said 
that 22,000 Soviet Jews have 
immigrated between January 
1989 and February 1989. 

The. new restrictions con- 
tinued to draw fire Sunday. 
Left-wing legislator Yossi 
Sand, head of the parhamenfs 
subcommittee on censorship, 

called the decision “a serious 

and damaging mistake.” 

“It creates an impression 
that Israel has something to 
conceal and it plans to direct 
immigrants to the territories," 
Sand said. 

Head of the Israeli Journal- 
ists’ Association, Yigal Lev. 
issued a statement demanding 
that tiie ban be lifted, accusing 
the country’s leaders of damag- 
ing the immig rants* image with 
their statements. 

But government pres office 
Director Yossi Olmert de- 
fended the restrictions, saying 
.on Israel television: 

“We estimate that the situa- 
tion that came into bring re- 
cently has endangered the 
mass immigration to Israel... 
There are various threats, 
tilings are taken out of propor- 
tion, and we have reached a 
conclusion that we need to 
impose a partial blackout." 


UNRWA to reopen West 
Bank training centres 




AMMAN (J.T.) — United Na- 
tions Relief ana Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees (UN- 
RWA) is preparing to reopen its 
three training centres in the West 
Bank following an announcement 
that tiie Israeli authorities would 
allow a gradual reopening of the 
territory’s 16 community and 
framing colleges, according to 
pres release received in Amman. 

Principals of 'the colleges 
were told of the decision by 
the Israeli coordinator of 
activities in tiie occupied terri- 
tory, Shmnd Goren, on Feb. 26. 
However on Feb. 28, college 
p rin c ipa ls were informed that 
only four colleges — including 
two UNRWA centres — would 
be allowed to reopen for the 
moment, with decisions on the 
©thereto be made later. The four 
are UNRWA’s Ramallah 
Women’s Training Centre 
(RWTC) and Ramallah Men’s 
Training Centre (RMTC), a sci- 
ence college in Abu Dis and a 
government-run vocational cen- 
tre at Azroub. 

Pending clarification of the 
nutter, UNRWA went ahead 
with plans to reopen its West 
Bank centres, which comprise 
RWTC (teacher, vocational, and 


women students), RMTC 


(teacher and semi-professional 
training for 366 male students) 
and Kalandia Training Centre 
(vocational and semi-professional 
coarse for 480 male stndents). 

Teachers and instructors from 
UNRWA’s centres were ex- 
pected to resume work on March 
3 and their second-year students 
were to be re-enrolled from 
March 10. First-year students 
would start classes a week or two 
later. In a meeting with officials 
of die civil administration, the 
directors of the colleges re- 
quested the immediate release of 
detained students and were told 
that the matter would be studied. 

AQ institutions of higher learn- 
ing in tiie West Bank were' ore- 
dered dosed by tiie Israeli au- 
thorities in January 1988 and 
have remained dosed ever since. 

Meanwhile, in the Gaza Strip, 
where UNRWA's training insti- 
tutes have not been as affected by 
sweeping closure orders, a new 
addition to UNRWA’s Gaza 
Training Centre, financed by the 
European Community (EC), was 
inaugurated on Feb. 15. The EC 
representative in Cairo Frandne 
Henoch, accompanied by the Irish 
ambassador to Egypt, Mr. E. O. 
Tuthail, attended the ceremony 
and expressed tiie ECs deep 
commitment to UNRWA’s work. 


Egypt deports American on 
suspicion of having AIDS 


CAIRO (AP) — Authorities 
Saturday deported an American 
as a suspected AIDS patient after 
he told investigators lie had sex- 
ual relations with around 150 
young boys, police sources have 
said. 

The area at security headquar- 
ters where the man had been held 
for at least two days was “steril- 
ised” after he was driven in an 
'ambulance to Cairo International 
Airport, the sources said. 

Neither police sources nor offi- 
cials at either the Health Ministry 
of the U.S. embassy would iden- 
tify the man, but newspaper 
accounts gave his name as Wxl- 
tiam Charles HaicourL His borne 


in the United States was given 


only as Michigan. 
Interior Minister 


mterior Minister Abdnl Halim 
Mbussa ordered the man's de- 
portation after received evidence 
from the Health Mhristxy that the 
man had been exposed to the 
Iranian immunodeficiency virus, a 
precursor to AIDS, a police 
source sa id- 

But at the Ministry of Health, 
Undersecretary FatTiy Sheba said 
blood samples were taken from 
the American and seven boys be 
was alleged to have exposed only 
Tuesday. Sheba said examination 
of the specimens had not been 
completed. 

Acquired immune deficiency 


syndrome (AIDS) is a usually 
fatal affliction that attacks the 
body's immune system, leaving 
the victim susceptible to a variety 
of infections and cancers. It is 
transmitted in several ways but 
most often through sexual inter- 
course and shared needles among 
intravenous drug users. 

The police source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said the 
deportation case began when the 
father of one of the boys disco- 
vered that his son had been visit- 
ing the American and suspected 
foul play. 

Investigators have detained 
nine boys for investigation and 
medical examination. 




India asks Egypt for help on Kashmir 

CAIRO (R) — Indian Energy and ChriB Aviation Minister Arif 
Mo hammad Khan asked Egypt Monday to help solve die crisis in 
Kashmir where he said neighbouring Pakistan was supporting 
terrorism. “ Kashmir js an integral part of India but problems 
come from Pakistan because it is supporting terrorian,” Khan 
told reporters after meeting Egyptian President Hosm Mubarak. 
He arrived m Cairo Sunday. “We would like our friends, 
especially Egypt, to use their good offices which win help improve 
relations and solve this problem," he added. Egypt has good 
relations with both India and Pakistan. India and Pakistan have 
fought two of their three wars over Kashmir, India's only 
Mnslim-majority state, since independence from Britain in 1947. 
Pakistan now controls a third of the texritoiy. 

‘Soviets downed 21 Israeli planes in 1970’ 

MOSCOW (AP) — Soviet troops took active part in Egyptian- 
Israeli combat near the Suez Canal in -1970, gunning down 21 
Israeli planes, a Soviet newspaper has said. Disguised in uniforms 
of foe Egyptian aninr, divisions of Soviet anti-aircraft gunners 
brought down Isiraeh Mirage and Phantom fighters during tiie 
hostilities in the summer of 1970, the newspaper Sovietskaya 
Rossia said. The newspaper quoted a retired Soviet colonel, 
Konstantin Popov, who was a division commander of the Soviet- 
forces near Suez and recalled the fights with Israeli planes in 
detail in a full-page article. Soviets were openly helping the 
Egyptian army until the 1971 break in Soviet-Egyptian relations, 
but neither side had formerly revealed that the Soviets engaged in 
direct combat with Israeli fighters. Popov described how Soviet 
soldiers in civilian dress were smuggled on a merchant ship from 
the Black Sea into the Mediterranean, past corrupt Turkish 
guards, and then transported to Egypt. 

Denktash may resign 

NICOSIA (R) — Thrkish-Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash says he 
might resign to test his popularity following the breakdown of 
reunification talks wifi) Greek-Cypriots. In a statement to Kibris 
newspaper, published in breakaway North Cyprus, he said an 
early presidential election would effectively be a referendum on 
his policies. Denktash, speaking Sunday after returning from talks 
at the United Nations with Cyprus President George Vassiliou, 
said a presidential election could be held before general elections 
scheduled for May 6. He said he saw no point in furthertalks with 
Vasaliou unless negotiations first agreed a new basis for them. 
Denktash has been leader of North Cyprus since the state was 
proclaimed in 1983, nine years after Turkish troops invaded the 
north of the island following a short-lived coup in Nicosia inspired 
by Greece. Only Ankara recognises the breakaway state. The 
U.N.-sponsored talks broke down after Denktash insisted on 
setf-determination for Turkish Cypriots. 

Tanzanian president to visit UAE 

ABU DHABI (R) — Tanzanian President Ali Hassan Mwinyi 
will start a three-day official visit to the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) Tuesday, the Emirates News Agency WAM reported 
Monday. 
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A mman Mo a idpalt ly 

Telephone h rfWm afi ou 
(dnctoiT instance) ........ 

Overseas Calk _ ..... 

Central Amman T el ephon e 


T elephon e Repaint 


Jordan Television „ 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Amhority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
xsaocmc rawer 

Company 6 36381 

RJ Rslt Info rmati on 08-53200 

Queen Afia fed. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hondo Medical Centre . .. 
Kbafidi Maternity, J.Amn 
Akfleh Maternity, J. Arm. 
Jabal Amman Maternity... 
Maflma,!. Amman ......... 

Palestine, Shmeiaani 

Shmdaasi Hospital ......... 

University HOqitol 


The Mamie, Abdali 

AJ-AULAbdafi ... 

llaSm, AtMdraJreea 

AL-Bubfr, J. ArinaSefc 

Army, Mario 

ODoenASa Hospital 

Ann! Hospital — ............ 

ZARQA: 


.813813/32 
... 644281/6 
.. 642441/2 

— 642362 

636140 

.. 664171/4 

— 669131 

845845 

.. 667227/9 
.666127/37 
.. 664164/6 
..777101/3 
. 775111/26 
.891611/15 
. 602240/50 
.....674155 


ZamaNadooalHoapitd .. (09)991071 
BrnShta Hospital ..... {09)966732 

BUD: 

Prince* Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 


Greek Cathofic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn Al Nafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hospital.... (03)3141 U 


QUEEN AL! A 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

71th; arfbrmarmti is snppBed by Royal 
Jon fa n i i a (RJ) mfennaribo depart- 
ment at the Oueea Alis haenaOooal 
Airport Td. (08)532003. when it 
shook! always be verified. 

JUHHVJUS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1) 

•MS Singapore, EoahLannirfflJ) 


19*15 .......... Agabnl 

•Ml 0*oi 

•MS Muscat, Dnbei 

«WS ............... Doha, Bahrain i 

lft* Abo Dhabi. Kuwaiti 

16 * ....... Montreal, New Yoik' 

16:45 Cairo 

17* Baghdad 

17* .........MthiLvieoB 

If* ...... ; Tripoli I 

IMS ....... Belgrade, Bucharest 


Other Rights (Terminal Z) 

10*5 Cairo (MS) 

M£M Kuwait (KU) 

1*15 Moseow, Laroaca (SU7 

IMS - Romc(AZ) 

17* Dubai, Damascus (EK) 

IM5 Beirut (ME) 

20:10 Zurich. La raa ca (SR) 

■MS London (BA) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

*7* i Aqaba (RJ) 

1 Ml ... Topofi(RJ) 

IMS Vienna. CUeagoflU) 

11:15 Bctemrir., Vfcnna (RJ) 

1L45 Rome, Madrid [RJ) 

12* Paris, BnwebiKn 

13S30 .... ...... ftaulrfn rt I ra vlp n (Jm 

1*45 Cairo (RJ) 

13* .... Baghdad (Rj) 

17* DamtJcasfRJ) 

19* KuwatLDbahnBlSJ) 

*28 Cairo (RJ) 

*45 Abo DhaH. Dubai (RJ) 

Zbtt LaxnacafRj) 

21:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

IS ====rs25ffl 

15* Laraaca, Moscow (SU) 


18* Dubai (/ 

1»* Dubai (t 

MARKET PRICES 


Uppctflovtct joke in 5b per kg. 

Apple - .'. 480 / 440 

Banana 450/400 

Banana (Mnkommar) 400 1 350 

Beans 800/700 

Cabbage 80/40 

Carnot 180/140 

Can&fiower 120/90 

Com 180/140 

GKnatittafiugc).... 240/200 

Coa mb c tt (gjsall) 440/380 

Dale* - 500 / 420 

Eggplant 230/180 

.Garlic 700 / 600 

Gra pe fr uit ...................... 250/200 

Lemon 220/180 

Lettocefeerooe) 120/100 

MatrowlWc) 140/100 

Manuw (snraB) 240 / 200 

Omon (fey) ..................... 250 / 200 

Onion (grten) — 170/120 

Orange — 260/230 

Orange (Shamoati) 380/340 

Pepper (bot) 900 / 800 

Ptpper (sweet) 740/650 

Potato ..... — ; 230/180 

Radtfisfa 130/100 

Sage — 400 / 300 

Stanch ........... 150/100 

Tomatoes ....... 180/140 
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Jordan shipping lines 
company posts profit 


By Eh NasraBah 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The ' Jordan 
National Shipping lines Cook 
pony (JNSLQ is expected to 
make a net profit estimated at 
JD 3 million fro m its opera- 
tions last year, accordin g to 
JNSLC Director Yasser AJ 
TaL_ . .. 

Since it began its operations 
in 198), the company, which 
now owns three cargo vessels, 
has been posting profits from 
its operations, and has hgen 
distributing dividends at five to 
10 per cent annually to share- 
holders. 

Tal told the Jordan Times 
that the company, which oper- 
ates A1 Karameh' and Hittin 
vessels — each with a 22,000 
tonne rapacity — had acquired 
a 16,000-tonne cargo vessel 
named “Jordan 1“ for opera- 
tions to the Far East. 

A celebration was held at 
Aqaba port Sunday following 
the completion of the new car- 
go vessel’s maiden trip to the 
Far East, Thl said. He noted 
that the ship brought to Aqaba 
5,444 tonnes of goods and was 
being loaded with 15,500 ton- 
nes of potash and phosphate 
destined for Indonesia. 


The company took dehvexy 
of the cargo vessel last August 
after it was bought from Nor- 
way for JD 6.6 million, Tal 
added. He said the kiw-fuel- 
_ consuming vessel uses up near- 
ly 17,000 tonnes of foe) in 24 
bows and cruises at the aver- 
age speed of 13 knots. 

The ship which along with 
. AI Karameh and Hittin are 
owned by government orga- 
nisations in Jordan is bound to 
boost die Kingdom’s trade, 

• especially with Asian coun- 
tries, and is expected to save 
the country some $800,000 in 
hard currency in each trip, Tal 
said. 

He said the vessel's 28 crew 
include 16 Jordanians, four of 
whom under navigational 
training. The company, he 
said, is maintaining a steady 
training programme to recruit 
Jordanian crew for its expand- 
ing fleet of vessels. 

Jordan and Syria together 
own two cargo vessels: Yar- 
mouk and Barada, both of 
which operate between Lata- 
kia in Syria and northern Euro- 
pean ports. But tbeseare owned 
directly by the governments 
and have no relation with the 
JNSLCs operations. 


(UNRWA vocational 
centre to stay open 


ft 


~~~ By l ima Nabfl 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

~~~ AMMAN — The United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) in Amman win not dose 
down its Vocational Training 
■- Centre (VTC) at Wadi Seer, but 
: the organisation is studying plans 
'j. for adjusting to Ministry of High- 
■: er Education regulations con- 

■c-. cerning t technical tr aining , UN- 

V *RWA director-general in Jordan 
Ele Saaf said Monday. 

Saaf told the Jordan Times that 
the VTC offers training in 12 
different trades, four of them 
technical and offered to students 
who finished their secondary 
education. Tbe other trades 
accept students who had com- 
_ pleted the oompulsory stage at 
Tt schools, Saaf said. 

Saaf was commenting about 
rumours among refugees in Jor- 
dan that the Wadi Seer centre wffl 
be closed. 

“We have problems with the. 
four technical trades in terms of' 
getting them recognised by die 
Ministry of Higher Education,** 

“ Saaf said. “As long as the courses 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 

Labour Ministry study covers 10 fields 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A wen-informed source at die Ministry of 
Labour said Monday that the ministry had finished a study 
covering ten major fields of employment so as to organise 
Jordanian and foreign labour force. The study, to be released 
within two days, provides percentage for the size of foreign 
labou r ers in each of the studied sectors. The so urce told the 
Jordan Times tfoit the study took into consideration the cowfi- 
tioas of foreign and Jordanian labourers, the prospect of replacing 
foreign labourers by Jordanians, and die time needed to train 
Jordanians to take up jobs. The ministry, the source said, will 
prepare similar studies covering all other sectors in March. 

Law on Judiciary sent to House 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Council of Ministers has endorsed an 
amendment to a law on die independence erf the judiciary and 
referred it to the Lower House of Parliament for debate and 
approval. Tbe amendment empowers the judicial council, upon 
recommendations from the minister of justice, to appoint lawyers 
as judges at tbe court of cassation and the higher court of justice. 
The amendment alto provides for an extension of a mandate of 
the heads of these courts until they are 72 years of age. 

Talks on training opens In Cairo 

CAIRO (Petra) — Jordan is partitiapting in the fourth confer- 
ence of t raining and adminis trative development which opened in 
Cairo Monday. The conference, attended by 250 officials and 
experts, win fosenss research papers on Arab examples of 
adminis tration, the effects of Arab gatherings on Arab adminis- 
trative thinking, and other related subjects. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbe fallowing farfmgs are compiled from monthly buBetms and 
tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tbe listed 
time and place with, the concerned institutions. 


ft Exhfhfttaa of efls and watercolour? by Jonbrian artist Yoowf 
Baddawi at tfa^gaflery, Hefei Jordan Inter-CoBtinentai — **• 
un, - 7:00 pju- 

ft KMUkm by Jordanian artist Hasan JaM at I he Royal 
Cattund Cadre. 

ft jfchadtfcm by pfefe artists Artf AI Hamad and Ibrahim AI 
’ Natmtradi at the Homing Bank Complex, 
ft Graphic art —Mhhfrn by Ne’nnrf Ai Nasser at the Yarmoofc 
Pslmiit y. 

ft Art erifltitfcM by seven Iraqi artists at Abdal Hameed Shoraan 
Foundation. 


Jordan Inter.Cootfeen&d. 


ft Lecture by Prof. Dr. Mkhsd Meted* on “Regan on the 
EonMes: Recant Excav ati ons on fiw Rm fc fanr e rfHaree, AI 
RaihhP' si the Goefhe Institute — MO p.a. 



It fa estimated that over 100 dBm children are 
deprived of their basic right to education. An 
i nternation al conference wh i ch opened hi Bangkok 


Monday seeks to i ca flku i the right of afl to 
education and crystal-fee a framework to achieve 
the goal of education for aD by the year 2000. 


Crown Prince, in Bangkok conference address, 


presents Arab concept of learning 


Education for all requires 
participation of all sectors’ 


are offered at the Wadi Seer 
Centre, they cannot be recog- 
nised because the facility is mere- 
ly a training centre and not a 
community college,” he said. 

Hie said one of the options was 
to shift the students to the Am- 
man Training Centre at Naonr, 
which is already recognised, so 
that their diplomas would be en- 
dorsed and accredited by the 
ministry. 

Another option, Saaf said, was 
to create another oommnnity col- 
lege at Wadi Seer for these four 
trades, and this would cost the 
agency $240,000. In addition, 
“we would have to employ staff 
with doctorate degrees at Wadi 
Seer or the Amman training col- 
lege centre to provide higher 
training,” Saaf said. 

On the whole, hesaid, UN- 
RWA has not yet decided on 
anything and was still 
the situation. 

Saaf said that there was no 
problem with the Other remaining 
trades at the Wadi Seer Centre 
because all the trainees there 
have completed the prep ar atory 
stage, and they are all considered 
vocational training students. 


BANGKOK (Agencies) — His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan said in an address to an 
International Conference on 
“Education for All” Monday that 
the 20th century had witnessed 
the fruits of progress represented 
in rfnmging cultures that had 
deep influence on all fields of life 
in a manner never witnessed be- 
fore by h itman civilisation. 

He said there had been an 
explosion of knowledge, technol- 
ogy and information and an ex- 
plosion of educational systems 
unprecedented in human history. 

This situation, the Prince said, 
makes it incumbent upon all 
countries to emphasise the far- 
reaching dimensions of changes 
vjthin the framework of the 
cultural race among nations and 
to launch cooperation for tbe ' 
welfare of the maw* and the 
good of mankind with a view to 
safeguarding world peace. 

The address was delivered on 
Prince Hassan’s behalf by Minis- 
ter. of Education and Higher 
Edu ca t ion Mohammad Hamdan, 
who is leading Jordan’s delega- 
tion to the conferenrem Thailand 
(See page 8). 

The Grown Prince’s address 
was made on behalf of the Arab 
group at the conference. 

Following are major excerpts 
from the address: 

Tbtf 20th century has witnessed 
cultural changes characterised by 
acceleration, expansion and deep in- 
fluence in all fields of life in a manner 
never witnessed before by human 
civilisation; and to an extent such 
variations have been described as 
“explosions.” 

— An explosion of knowledge repre- 
sented in the revolution in technology 
and iiifiM n wliwi 

— Ah expiation to aa extent that the 
world’s population has doubled more 
tit a n once '* nr "ig the «wm ce n tu r y. 

— And an explosion of “educational 
systems” in such a way that they are 
now counted as a major industry in 
view of the great number of teachers 
and students, costs and resource 
allocations. 

It is important to refer to these 
c ur re n t changes and their positive 
aspects which entail i mpr ove m ents in 
Bring standards in terms of food, 
dothmg and hooting as well as 
health, education, communications 
and telecom monies dons. These 
dumgBi also involve negative aspects 
re pres e nted in disparities among va- 
rious countries of the world in t e rms 
of class d iff ere n ces, a situation which 
folk short of fidfiffing the reqnhe- 
mtain of justice and equality. These 


changes have brought about conflicts 
and disputes among various nations, 
and it should be pointed oat that 
world wars and tbe long series of 
regional conflicts, some of which are 
still raging, are but one manifestation 
of die imbalances imbedded in die 
world order, particularly in socio- 
economic Adds. This situation calk 
for a reassessment of national policies 
and the utilisation of resources in- 
stead of wasting them in a manner 
that threatens foe h uman race with 
destruction. 

This ritnation makes it incumbent 
upon os to emphasise the far-reaching 
dimensions of these change* within 
the framework of the cultural race 
among nations as wefl as cooperation 
among them for the welfare of the 
masses and the good of mankind with 
a view to safeguarding world peace. 
These dimensions can be rightly cons- 
idered as lessons and experiences of 
the 2flth centu r y from winch we great- 
ly bene tit. . — ■ 

FoOowing up these cultural de- 
velopments k a task too great for 
education to shoulder itself under any 
conditions. Education does not work 
in a vacuum or in isolation from other 
factors that have any bearing on the 
society. Therefore, we should find a 
tool of support in similar endeavours 
an foe international as well as region- 
al and national levels in tbe fields of 
politics and economy from concerned 
organisations and to which contribu- 
tions can be made by non-gov- 
ernmental and pubfic organisations. 

Educational development in foe 
Arab Wodd was marred by a series of 
■problems and crises represented 
mainly by the absence of comprehen- 
sive ed u cati o nal systems which were 
subject to alterations. Educational 
systems were planned by imbalanced 
strategies as manifested in the trend 
to give preference to the young at the 
expense of tbe adult, to tbe male at 
foe expense of the female and to the 
urban region at foe expense of the 
rural region. 

In addition, education in foe Arab 
World was faced with foe material 
resources which proved to be costly. 
This proble m k aggravated in coon- 
tries which suffered longer periods' 
under colonial rule. Such a problem is 
conspicuous in foe Arab territories 
occupied by Israel where educational 
institutions are subject to Israel’s 
arbitrary rules and inhuman practices 
as manifested in foe closure of schools . 
and universities and tbe deprivation 
of the yo ung ge neration of the right to ^ 
puisne education. The israehs have' 
been imposing martial law-type rule 
and measures on Arab educational 
institutions, thus reducing their abil- 
ity to fulfil the objectives of successful 
ed u ca ti on. The occupation author- 
ities have also been creating a social 
environment characterised by forced 
literacy which is now imposed on the 
Arab people in general and the youn- 


Regent, Indian team 
review bilateral ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, received at the royal 
court Monday visiting Speaker of 
India's Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Rabi Ray and discussed 
with him a range of issues, includ- 
ing the influx of Soviet Jewish 
immigrants into Palestine. 

Ray told Prince Hassan that 
India folly understands the ques- 
tion of Jewish settlement on occu- 
pied Arab land and which, be 
described, as constituting a grave 
danger to tbe peace process in the 
region. 

Prince Hassan paid tribute to 
Indian-Jordaman relations and 
referred to the common concerns 
of tiie countries of the developing 


world. He stressed the import- 
ance of exchanges among de- 
veloping countries in the fields of 
expertise and information. 

Prince Hassan also stressed the 
need for boosting Indian- Jorda- 
nian cooperation at parliamen- 
tary levels. 

Ray earlier met with Taher AI 
Masn , chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of the Lower 
House of Parliament, with 

whom he reviewed the situation 
in the occupied Arab territories. 
Masri, expressed Jordan's appre- 
ciation of India’s support for 
Arab causes and its role within the 
Non-Aligned Movement. 

Ray told Masri that his country 


was determined to support Arab 
causes and was interested in 
maintaining a high level of coop- 
eration with Jordan. 

Following the talks in Amman, 
Rabi Ray visited South Shuneh in 
the Jordan Valley region. He 
visited the King Hussein Bridge 
and was briefed on traffic be- 
tween the West Bank and Jordan. 
He was also briefed by local 
officials ou arrangements for the 
transportation of West Bank pro- 
ducts across tbe bridge. 

Later, Ray and the delegation 
accompanying him and Jordanian 
officials, toured the Dead Sea 
area and the other tourist sites in 
the region. 


Freedoms committee pursues 
efforts for prisoner release 


ger generation in particular. 

The Arab World, which was 
alerted to these problems dining the 
1970s, rushed to set up foe Arab 
League Educational, Cultural and 
Scientific Organisation, which in turn 
created a special committee to lay 
down a strategy to develop Arab 
education which in torn was endorsed 
by foe 1978 Khartoum conference on 
Arab education. 

This strategy considered education 
as based ou a living past, rich in 
human values, and a present abound 
with the will for changes willing to 
attain a balance between the immense 
challenges and available potentials. It 
envisaged a prospective future to 
.which education will make a great 
contribution. 

This strategy reaffirmed the con- 
cept of innovation in Arab education 
within a c omp rehensive fram e w ork of 
development' in the "Arab World 
based on principles, that serve as foe 
seeds for tbpmuslirodmiiig'of a uni- 
que Arab ptikMophy that can dnfin*. 
foe course of innovation of the educa- 
tional structure, contents and 
methods. This strategy is based on 
sound planning and scientific research 
and also on foe p&o- Arab concept and 
on openness in international coopea- 
tion. 

This strategy considered basic 
education as a tool for providing 
education for all, giving foe utmost 
priority to this consideration. It tack- 
led basic education from the educa- 
tional as well as social dnnensioas: 
the educational dimension entails 
baric educational skills for the yoimg 
and old while the social dimension 
consider* educati on as a right for all 
people on equal terms. 

Continued efforts during foe 1990s 
aimed at achieving Education for All 
— which means providing one fifth of 
foe world population with basic edu- 
cational stalls to im prove foeir living 
standards — r ep r e se nt a major goal. 
Therefore, it is inc um bent on all 
parties to ooopeiatc for achieving this 
objective, which coincides with foe 
advent of international detente and a 
new human era with the approach of 
the 21st century. 

Confronting the real praHeni of 
education, winch is dosdy linked 
with the future of nations, warrants 
that all of ns work together to deal 
with edixational issues at all levels. It 
also requires coordination among 
concerned ministries and organisa- 
tions within each country because the 
responsibility of education goes 
beyond responsibilities of ministries 
of educati on . All social sectors should 
be brought to participate in this en- 
deavour in order to make available 
the requirements for learning and 
education in a manner that would 
gu ara ntee the right for all people to 
education and to ensure the proper 
vehicle to follow up the work and 
outcome of ih** conference. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Public 
Freedoms and Citizens Rights 
Committee of the Lower House 
of Parliament is maintaining con- 
tacts with the government to se- 
cure tbe release of abort 35 poli- 
tical prisoners, according to the 
committee’s rapporteur, Salim AI 
Zoubi. 

Zoubi made the statement fol- 
lowing a committee meeting dur- 
ing which the subject of political 
prisoners was taken up along with 
issues related to Jordanians dis- 
missed from work for political 
reasons. 

He said that all aspects related 
to political prisoners were discus- 
sed and agreement was readied 
on pursuing discussions with the 
government, which win be urged 
on to secure their release. “We 
hope that die government will 
respond favourably to the com- 
mittee's requests and secure their 
release as soon as possible,” 
Zoubi said. 

Last month IBs Majesty King 
Hussein ordered the release of 29 
political prisoners in a continuing 
drive towards political liberalisa- 
tion. 

Two of tbe released prisoners 
were foreigners, but all had 
served at least half of their sent- 
ences ranging from 10 to 15 years. 

Those released included pris- 


oners convicted of arms smug- 
gling and other offences as well as 
membership of banned or illegal 
organisations. 

According to government offi- 
cials who preferred anonymity, 
there are at least 40 still impris- 
oned after being convicted of 
bombing or attempted assassina- 
tions. 

Zoubi quoted the committee as 
stressing the need for the immedi- 
ate reinstatement of dismisse d 
employees and said that the com- 
mittee had received appeals from 
at least 1,000 persons dismissed 
from their jobs on political 
grounds. 

The Ministry of Education has 
reappointed more than 90 
teachers who had been dismissed 
for political reasons. 

Health, envfronraent committee 

The House's Health and En- 
vironmental Health Committee 
held a meeting, which was 
attended by two former health 
ministers, Zeid Hamzeh and 
Zuhair Malhas. as well as the 
president of the Jordan Universi- 
ty of Science and Technology 
(JUST), to discuss the National 
Medical Institution (NMI) law, 
and a proposal for setting up a 


hospital in A j loon. 

After discussions, the commit- 
tee decided that the hospital in 
Ajloun was sufficient for the 
needs of the Ajloun district pro- 
vided that some improvements 
were made, according to commit- 
tee Chairman Ahmad Innab. He 
said the committee would con- 
tinue discussions on the NMI law 
at future meetings. 

Education committee 

The Lower House's Education 
Committee also held a meeting 
Monday to discuss the higher 
education law with particular 
attention to an article on the 
conditions for the establishment 
of government community col- 
leges in the Kingdom. 

Committee Chairman Abdul 
Latif Aralxyal said that the com- 
mittee emphasised the need for 
all diplomas issued by govern- 
ment controlled community col- 
leges to be of equal standard. He 
said that the committee wants to 
pursue all issues related to educa- 
tional development and courses 
designed to upgrade the qualifica- 
tions of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion's employees to ensure higher 
standard of education for all stu- 
dents. 


Amnesty visits Swaqa Consumer 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ian Martin, 
secretary-general of the London- 
based tinman rights or ganisa tion. 
Amnesty international; Monday 
visited the Public Security De- 
partment (PSD) and tbe Swaqa 
prison and was briefed by PSD 
Director Fade! Ali Fbeid on 
treatment of and services offered 
to inmates. 

Fheid briefed Marlin and a 
delegation accompanying him on 
the various vocational and other 
services offered to the prisoners 
in a bid to provide training capa- 
bilities for benefit in the future. 

Martin and the delegation 


toured the various sections of the 
prison, i n clu ding vocational train- 
ing facilities. 

Fheid inerts D.N. expert 

Fheid also met Monday with a 
representative of the United Na- 
tions regional office for combatt- 
ing crime. The PSD director 
briefed him on the PSD’s efforts 
to provide rehabilitation services 
to prisoners. 

Following the meeting, which 
was attended by U.N. resident 
representative in Amman Ali 
Attiqa, the U.N. official visited 
Swaqa prison. 


Supply ministry to import 
1 8,000 tonnes of meat 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Supply Monday announced 
the signing erf an agreement with 
a local company to import 18,000 
tonnes of fresh mutton (lamb 
meat) and said this quantity 
would be enough for the coun- 
try’s needs for a whole year. 

A minis try s tatement said that 
the Jordan Trading Company 
would start importing meat as erf 
March 22, and shipments would 
be sufficient for the market, spe- 
cially during the coming holy 
mouth of Ramadan. 


According to the ministry 
statement, which did not na m e 
the exporting country, details ab- 
out juices and centres for selling 
the imported meat would be 
issued soon. 

In tbe wake of tbe recent up- 
heavals in Eastern Europe, meat 
shipments from Ro mania and 
Bulgaria to Jordan stopped and 
the Kingdom had to import addi- 
tional quantities of frozen meat as 
well as fish and poultry to make 
up for tbe shortage in tbe local 
market. 


corporation 
pledges better 
services 


AMMAN (Petra) — The govern- 
ment's decision last Saturday to 
increase customs exemptions on 
goods imported for the Civil Ser- 
vants Consumer Corjioration 
(CSCC) will enable tbe corpora- 
tion to raise the level of its 
services and diversify imported 
products, according to CSCC 
Director Mohammad Tawfiq AI 
Nasser. 

The Cabinet decided at its 
Saturday session to increase to 
JD 6.5 million from JD 4.5 
imflin n the annual quota of im- 
ported commodities which can be 
exempt from duty. 

“Tbe government’s decision is 
bound to have a positive effect on 
the corporation's services and 
make available various products 
at reasonable juices for the be- 
nefit of employees, classified in 
the limited income category,” he 
said. 

Tbe decision was also a transla- 
tion erf the government's declared 
policy of boosting the services of 
the corporation for government 
employees. 


p.m. at tbe 

Abdul Hameed Shoman Founda- 
tion Gallery in cooperation with 
the Saddam Arts Centre in 
Bajghriad. 

Tbe exhftuticm, held under the . 
patronage of Minister of Enfonna^ 
two Ibrahim Izzeddme, includes 
27 works by Shaker Hassan AI 
S&eid, Salem AI Dabbagh, Rafe* 
AI Nasiii, Saadi AI Kaabi, AH 
Talcb, Mohammad Muhraddin 
and Ismail F&ttah. The exhibition 
will nm until April 5, daily from 
MkflO a.m. to 5:00 p.m-» except 
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EGYPT CAN offer more than one good reason to have the 
headquarters of the 22-member Arab League moved back to 
Cairo. To begin with, the reason for the transfer of the Arab 
League's hsadqaarters to Tunis in the first place has already 
dissipated with the return of Egypt to the league fold. The 
Arab countries had in effect by-passed the era of the 3979 
Camp David agreements between Egypt and Israel when 
they decided to reverse their original verdict to exclude 
Cairo from the Arab League organisation. Secondly, the 
existing premises of the Arab League in Tunis is so derelict 
that it would cost the .Arab countries many moti ons of 
dollars to pat it straight. The sight of the existing Arab 
League building, whether from the outride or the inside, is 
so deplorable that it would be more cost-effective to transfer 
it to its original headquarters where much effort has been 
done of late to refurbish it from top to down. 

But these physical and material matters, as important as 
they are, are not the sole issues to consider when determin- 
ing the future venue of the Arab League. As a matter offset, 
the Arab League needs more than a new location and new 
premises !o put it once again on the right course. But by 
moving it back to its original base, there would be fresh 
opportunities to refurbish its spirit and stamina in order to 
become better positioned to cope with the ever increasing 
challenges and dangers poised at the footsteps of the Arab 
Nation and Order everywhere. That the Arab League 
urgently need reenergising and restructuring is a foregone 
conclusion. As it is presently constituted and operated it 
resembles more a dispirited and archaic org anisati on that 
urgently seed blood transfusion on every level and shape 
and form than anything else. 

Yet, with further consolidation of the three principal 
Arab groupings, namely the Gulf Cooperation Council, the 
Arab Cooperation Council and the Arab Maghreb Union, 
there would be cause and justification to mala tain some 
limited Arab League presence in Tonis and Riyadh in 
addition to the Cairo headquarters, which will of course be 
the mainstay of the entire Arab League structure. And In 
deference to the new realities in the Arab World, a formula 
seeds to be devised which would allow for a periodic 
rotation of the post of secretary general of the Arab League 
among the three Arab regions in order to offer each Arab 
formation an opportunity to preside over the Arab League. 
The current practice of keeping one secretary general on 
seemingly indefinite basis has got to change to assure 
continued and renewed vigour in the Arab League. 

But be that as it may, it is high time to bring the Arab 
countries' decision to bring Egypt to the Arab fold to its 
logical conclusion by taking the headquarters of the Arab 
League back to where it originally and naturally betongs- 


B&&E5S SPHT©R 


A? Ra’i Arabic daily on Monday called the attention of the .Arab 
countries tc the fact that changes in Europe could bring about new 
challenges for the Arab Nation. It said in an editorial that the 
Arabs can and should start their offensive to make united Europe 
understand that Arab World is more than a vast deposit of oil. It 
is a rich and vast area of land with huge funds deposited in 
European countries and could serve as probably the largest 
marker for European goods, the paper added. The paper said that 
the end of the cold war in Europe could bring about new alliances 
and new challenges for other countries. The United State which 
had been ct loggerheads with Japan over tTade issues could find 
itself in the same trench with Japan in confrontation with Europe, 
the paper pointed out. But on the whole, it said, the new line-up is 
bound tc bring with it new challenges for the Arab World 
es peri ally in terms with relations with Europe. The paper said 
that Europe should seize (his precious opportunity and base its 
future ties with the Arabs on very strong foundation which can 
brine good and fruitful results to 'both sides. For this reason, it 
said the Arab countries ought to make new moves on the 
international scene in general and in the European arena in 
particular to ensure very fruitful Arab- European cooperation in 
the coming decades. 


Writing in A! Ra’i daily columnist Fakhri Kawar voices strong 
criticism of the Ministry of Supply for its continued drive to raise 
prices: and calls on the ministry to openly declare its intentions so ■ 
that the public can understand the situation. The writer notes lhat 
the ministry lately hiked the prices of imported cigarettes, 
following rises in the prices of oil. tea, and butter, thus imposing 
further burdens on the citizens at a time when the country is 
suffering from a chronic economic crisis. The writer says that 
foreign "cigarettes are like other commodities on the market 
attracting some buyers; and are being smoked because they are of 
certain qualify perhaps far higher than some of the locally made 
cigarettes. By raising the price of foreign cigarettes, the writer 
adds, the ministry is forcing citizens to smoke locally-made ones 
without even bothering to force the cigarette companies in Jordan 
to improve the quality of their product. The writer also criticises 
the Minisny of Supply for ignoring the citizens’ needs of meat by 
stopping altogether meat imports, but without providing an 
acceptible alternative. He says that by stopping the importation of 
meat the ministry has now added to the army of around 500 more 
unemployed persons. 

Sawr A1 Sbaab Arabic daily on Monday called on the Arab 
countries to beware of the Israeli plans and Shamirs' procrastina- 
tions. Shamir and the Zionist leaders can never and will never 
give back to the Arabs any inch of Arab land in Palestine through 
negotiations, the paper said. This fact should be understood as we 
watch how Israel continues to stall and to delay meetings with the 
Americans and delay taking decisions about holding electioas and 
projected dialogues with the Palestinian people, said the paper. 


Of changing colours on Parliament floor 


By Musa KeOani 

Or. Musa Keilani is a former Jordanian ambassador to Bahrain 
and Sudan.' He has written four books on politics and communica- 
tions and contributed analytical articles to Jordanian and Arab 
newspapers. Today be resumes bis column in the Jordan Tunes 
after an absence of three years. 

SOME friends of mine in Amman made a bet. Seventy per cent of 
the Jordanian members of parliament will foil in case they re-run 
for parliament in the next elections. 

The logic b ehin d that is the parliamentarians' performance for 
the last three months has been disappointing. Some of them 
showed themselves to be totally unaware of how the government 
machinery works. Others revealed their fondness for classical 
Arab rhetoriewhiefa takes precedence over tackling local issues 
whether financial or administrative. But others were even more 
shocking when' they categorically admitted that their local district 
and its interests should take priority over pan-Arab or overall 
Jordanian interests. 

It was ridiculous to see how the TV camera makes some of 
them change tone, accent and even political stand. 


A strong feeling of disappointment and pity is dominating many 
Jordanians: Is this really the parliamentary fife many have dreamt 
of? Is this calibre of parliamentarians really representative of our 
society, which prides itself as one of the most sophisticated Arab 
societies- Does genome democracy require those MPs to fall into 
the trap of die diversionary tactics of bickering and recrimination 
while being completely oblivious of the real core of our problems. 

There is a strong feeling among many Jordanians that the 
political make-up heavily used by some candidates during their 
election campaigns started to melt after their victory, exposing a 
strange mix of cosmetics. Therefore, it was not much of a surprise 
that soipe MPs moved their residence to Amman in order to avoid 
the embarrassment of faring their constituency leaden with their 
accusing fingers! 

Were we mistaken when we assumed that Jordan was always a 
step ahead of the eye of die hurricane? With such MPs, for how 
long can Jordan stand immune to the negative effects of the 
political upheaval taking place all over Eastern Europe, Latin 
America and some parts of Africa? 

Hypothetically had the Jordanian people followed the example 
of the Hungarian people and asked to postpone the parliamentary 
elections for two years in order to familiarise themselves with all 


the colours of the political rainbow is Jordan, toe Jordanian 
parliame nt would have been formed in a totally different way. 

The parfiamenl is still in its first session, and so florae 
members changed their political stands and ideological affiliation 
with the same ease tbev change their neck Hies. _ 

With the exception of Dr. Abdul Latif Aratayyat and tne group 
be represents, we do not feel that our reparatives have a 
weD-aystahsed group vision of how our future should be or wouul 
be. 

Was this embryonic experiment of parliamentary life a new 
breed of political vaccine to imm unise the people in this Kingdom 
a gainst what is being carried by the strong winds of drastic 
changes sweeping the entire world? 

So far, our MPs busied themselves with re-reading piles of 
amendments and bye-laws or with delivering eloquent verbal 
condemnations and sermons. But unfortunately they seem to be 
distancing themselves from the pulse of their constituents. 

But after the last six months of activity, with so many political 
casualties, who is the real winner? It is the prime minister, and his 
government, who have proved themselves one or two steps ahead 
of members of parliament. 


Algeria’s private sector revolts against bureaucracy 


By Philip Shehadi 
Reuter 

ORAN, Algeria — With millions 
of athletic youths in a country 
offering little in the way of soc- 
cer, track or running shoes, 
Bachir Benamar was sure he had 
a winner when be applied for a 
permit to build a sports-shoe fac- 
tory in 1986. 

Foot years later, only birds 
inhabit hts shiny new factory in an 
industrial zone outside Oran, a 
victim of what he says is prejudice 
and bureaucracy in the bloated 
public sector. 

Before political tiberatisatkm 
swept Algeria after youth riots in 
October 1988, Benamar might 
have been content to write a 
protest note to the chamber of 
commerce. 

Now he is one of the thousands 
of private entrepreneurs in open 
revolt against the centrally-plan- 
ned economic system that has 
dominated Algeria since inde- 


pendence in 1962. 

The revolt, including a Febru- 
ary 15 March through Algiers and 
a week-long lock-out of tens of 
thousands of workers in the west- 
ern Oran region, has fuelled an' 
already fiery debate on sweeping 
economic reforms launched by 
President Cbadti Benjedid. 

“Are they seeking to destabil- 
ise the pabtic sector, the spine of 
economic and social recovery?” 
asked a group of state trading 
monopolies which the private 
bosses, now grouped in an em- 
ployers' union, want disbanded. 

Pariahs of economic develop- 
ment in the 1960s and 1970s. the 
private entrepreneurs are show- 
ing unprecedented mill fancy in 
the battle for reform raging with- 
in the ruling National Liberation 
Front (FLN). 

“Algeria is at the crossroads,'* 
said Ahmed Bensaadoun, Oran’s 
textile king and president of the 
Oran chamber of commerce 


which organised the mid-Febru- 
ary lock-out. 

“This creates tension between 
those who want to prolong, 
directly or indirectly, the old col- 
lectivist system, and those who 
want a system of individual initia- 
tive.” 

Chadii launched reforms in the 
mid-1980s to spur productivity by 
dismantling the centralised system 
put in place by Ms predecessor 
Houari Boumedienne, giving 
state firms autonomy over man- 
agement and finance. 

The reforms have acquired 
greater urgency in recent years 
because of mounting social unrest 
and deepening economic crisis 
caused in large part by a crashing 
foreign debt burden that absorbs 
most oil and gas revenue. 

The programme of Prime 
Minister Mouloud Hamrooche 
calls for abolishing state trading 
monopolies, putting public and 
private firms on the same footing, 


and attracting foreign invest- 
ment. 

But the reforms have only par- 
tially been put into practice be- 
cause of resistance from FLN 
hardliners and entrenched in- 
terests who feel their livelihood is 
threatened. 

“Collectivists are blocking the 
wheels. They are leaving the state 
in the hands of total bureaucracy. 
We industrialists want those 
wheels to turn,” Bensaadoun 
said. 

Bensaadoun said tens of 
thousands of textile jobs could be 
lost in the Oran region because 
the state yarn monopoly Enaditex 
does not have enough imported 
raw material to go round. 

“We are being asphyxiated,” 
said Farid Ben HasseL, one of the 
organisers of the February 14 
founding conference in Algiers of 
the national council of Algerian 


spending 20 million (fi- 


nals ($2.5 million) to build his 
factory, Benamar has waited in 
vain for the hard currency he 
needs to import equipment. 
“They tell me it is still in commit- 
tee, always in committee,” he 
said. 

Private factory owners want 
their own hard currency alloca- 
tions, direct access to foreign and 
domestic suppliers and the go- 
ahead to pursue their own invest- 
ments. 

Bensaadoun said that under 
the current system the private 
sector, which represents 40 per 
cent of non-hydrocarbons gross 
domestic product, was not getting 
its fair share of scarce hard cur- 
rency. He favoured rescheduling 
the country’s $24 billion foreign 
debt to make more dollars avail- 
able for imports. 

The government has consis- 
tently rejected debt rescheduling 
on toe grounds that it would 
weaken Algeria's standing in 


world financial markets. 

State firms have reacted angri- 
ly, calling the private entrep- 
reneurs sharks bent on develop- 
ing the public sector and its ideals 
of social justice. 

Enaditex employees said they 
were determined to defend their 
firm p gprimf “manoeuvres that 
aim to destabilise the national 
economy and place its levers in 
the hands of special interests.” 

Bureaucrats said they resented 
being made scapegoats for the 
country's economic crisis and 
complained of their own bad pay 
and working conditions. 

Officials from Chadii down- 
wards say the reforms arc de- 
signed to strengthen — not 
weaken — the public sector but 
admit that decades-old attitudes 
are hard to change. 

Bensaadoun concurs. “You 
can't wipe out 25 yean of atti- 
tudes by laws. That is our strug- 
gle,” he said. 


Thatcher faces massive 
rebellion over poll tax 



By Peter Gregson 

Reuter 

LONDON — The last time there 
was a poll tax in England, the 
peasants revolted and the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer was lyn- 
ched. 

Six hundred yean later. Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher's 
modem equivalent of funding 
local services by a levy on all 
.adults is sparking a powerful, if 
less bloodthirsty, reaction. 

Only a month before a “poll 
tax” comes into force in England 
and Wales, hostilities have 
broken out between die cabinet 
and local authorities across the 
land charged with enforcing it. 

In a dramatic split, 18 veteran 
Conservative local councillors in 
Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd’s Oxfordshire constituency 
quiet the party in protest at the 
tax. 

In bitter exchanges between 
London and town halls around 
Britain, Environment Secretary 
and poll tax supremo Chris Pat- 
ten accused local coundJs of pad- 
ding their budgets and telling 
wrathful taxpayers to blame the 
new tax. 

Warning councils to curb their 
spending plans, . Patten said 
budgets announced so far would 
have a “devastating” effect on 
inflation, which is currently run- 
ning at about eight per cent a year 
and is the government’s biggest 
economic headache. 

Even Conservative councils in 
Southern England, heart of the 
government’s support, attacked 
proposed figures for the tax as 
inadequate, said it would be diffi- 
cult to collect and called on the 
government to pump money from 
central funds into education and 
social services to keep individual 
costs down. 

Demonstrators broke up coun- 
cil meetings in three different 
areas last week as they met to set 
a poll tax figure. 

Patten wrung a billion pounds 
,f$1.67 billion) out of the treasury 
last October to soften the impact 
: of the tax, but there is httie 
prospect of further funds with the 
government in economic trouble 
and an austerity budget likely on 
March 20. 

A recent opinion poll found 
that one person in three rated the 
poll tax as currently the top 
issued of public concern. 

With no sign of a solution. 
Conservative politicians met 
Thatcher on Thursday to voice 
their concern that anger over the 
tax could cost the party the next 
election, due’ by mid- 1992. 

Right-wing member of parlia- 
ment Tony Marlowe called it “a 
political cyanide pill." He said 
the government had declared 
“war on die people” and warned 
that the electorate would take 
their revenge. 

Former cabinet minister John 
Biffen called the tax the govern- 


ment's “titanic.” The pro-Con- 
servative Times newspaper de- 
clared in an editorial it was “the 
rock on which the government is 
most likely to founder at tije next 
general election.” 

in parliament, Thatcher has 
been assafled by mutinous Con- 
servatives fcareftil of losing their 
seats as well as opposition critics. 

What is also being whispered 
behind her back is that it could 
cost Thatcher the Conservative 
leadership if the rebellion gets 
much stronger- The government 
is expected to suffer severe set- 
backs in local elections in May. 

Thatcher has long wanted to 
scrap the out-modbd system of 
rates, taxes levied by local coun- 
cils to pay for community services 
based on die value of property, 
and bring in a broader system 
which would boost local govern- 
ment income. 

Her alternative, unveiled in the 
1987 election campaign, was “to 
abolish the unfair domestic rating 
system and replace rates with a 
fairer community charge.” 

The community charge was 
passed by parliament in January 
despite a vote against it by 31 of 
the government's 99-member 
majority. It orders that “a fixed 
rate for local services” must be 
paid by everyone over 18 — 
hence the “poll tax” label. 

Introduced last year in Scot- 
land, where at least one in 10 
people have so far refused to pay, 
it comes into force in England 
and Wales on April 1. 

About 42 udDion Britons will 
be liable to pay the tax, more 
than double the number of for- 
mer ratepayers. 

Thatcher defends the tax on 
the grounds that more people will 
pay for services enjoyed by all. 

She has refused to bow to calk 
to drop or change it, saying: 
“Rating was the most bitterly 
unfair tax, only paid by about half 
the people who vote in local i 
elections." 1 

Critics argue that it is. unfair < 
and unjust. “The poor are the | 
biggest losers since it is not based 
on ability to pay,” said a spokes- 
man for the opposition Labour 
Party noting that people in 
Labour's northern strongholds 
will be hardest hit. 

As with rates, each council sets 
its own poll tax level. Bnt the 
government said the national 
averae should be 278 pounds 
($464) a head. Furious councils 
said this was far too low and are 
instead setting an average of 370 
pounds (620). 

Such a figure will make mil- 
lions of voters worse off and was 
slammed by Thatcher as an un- 
acceptable rip-off. 

Patten said councils had given 
themselves a 35 per cent rise in 
spending money, the equal of a 
two per cent rise in income tax. 
Such a sum would boost inflation 
by 0.5 per cent, he added. 


Exacerbating public anger is 
the fact that some of ; the lowest 
poll tax figures are in some of the 
country’s richest areas. 

The tax in London’s wealthy 
Westerner district, which in- 
cludes parliament and the prune 
minister's 10 Downing Street 
home, will be about 195 pounds 
($325). 

Just across the river Thames in 
neighbouring lambeth, which in- 
cludes tracts of public housing 
estates not found in Westminster, 
the figure dimbs to 650 pounds 
($1,085). 

Consolation for Thatcher may 
come from history: The govern- 
ment was forced to abandon the 
last poll tax by the peasants’ 
revolt of June, 1381. But within 
three months it had crushed the 
serfs’ rebellion and reneged on 
other concessions. 


Mutt'n’ Jeff 


WSLL.WC FINALLY /W(J 1 
G err OUR NEW /{ \ 

ELECTRIC V AIN J ' 
REFRIGERATOR, J IT a 
EH, JEFF? V'BEAU TV? 



wir»t — 



AMD THESE TRAYS ABE LATER @1 WHAT THE V 

FORJTOE LITTLE ICE/1 WHATS JEFF f 

1 I 0 SHU' bangin’ OUT M 

sc ^ J l 


what're J TM TRYIN* TO 

) CHOP UP THIS 
Kg * ™ -y iCE INTO L1TTL 

^Y^ SOUARES TO 

l_| \ FIT INTO THE 

Ml,! A ICE TRAY'S ! 


Igjfjj. 


Andy Capp 


I^ASJCKOFTRflNG, 
> TD MAKE ENDS -4 
'MEETONMYOVVN T 
. “YOU COULD AT I 
)> LEAST TRV IQ 
( BRING IN A 
l BIT OF MONEY-/ 1] 



IT WOULD IF 1 
WE COULD j 
, AFFORD J 
CBYTRAL \ 

HEATING'/ r 


.WHEN SHE*S IN 
THIS MOOD -c 
THEREHS NO X 

.TALKING It) HER 


OB XE 


YOUR , 
STORIES ARENT 
ROMANTIC 
ENOUGH > 



When he said “I love 
you,” it was a dark 
and stormy night. 














JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 1990 


Japanese- Jordanian ties growing 
stronger; Japan recognises 
Jordan’s economic needs 


The toRoving b the full text of an address made by Ambassador 
Tsdayuki Noooyama of Japan at the Jordan University of Science 
and Technology on Match 4, 1990 


Ftaddat Ajiaanl, distinguished 
faculty members, ladies and gesf- 


I PEEL both honoured and pri- 
vileged to have been invited to 
speak before yon today. 

I arrived in Jordan just over a 
month ago and it is my great 
. pleasure that I was given this 
opportunity «*rliw m my tenure 
of office. Al thoug h this is the first 
ti m e I save in Jordan, that does 
not necessarily maun that I dm 
not know Jordan before I 
here. In fact, between 1968 and 
1972, I was at the Japanese mis- 
sion to the United Nations in 
New York. As yon may know, 
yon sat in the UJST. conference in 
the alphabetical older of the 
name of the country, «nd Japan 
and Jordan are always neigh- 
bours. I had constant opportuni- 
ties to talk to your diplomats at 
that time. In 1968 when I first 
attended the General Assembly 
of the United Nations, it was less 
than a year after Israel occupied 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
daring die 1967 war. It is a source 
of great regret that after more 
than 20 years Israel still continues 
to occupy these territories. 

Today, I would like to speak 
briefly on the state of Japan — 
Jordan relations. 

Before I came to Jordan, I was 
consul general of Japan in Hon- 
olulu, Hawaii. Coming from 
Hawaii to Jordan is quite a 
dumg p not only in the annate, 
but in the history of our relations. 
The consulate general of Japan in 
Hawaii has a history of mare than 
100 years. It was established in 
1886 at the time when Hawaii was 
a kingdom. In contrast, the 
Japanese embassy in Amman was 
established in 1974, and has a 
history of only 15 years. I came 
from one of t he oldest diplomatic 
establishments Japan has over- 
seas, to one of the youngest. 

There are other contrasts too. 
Today, in Hawaii one quarter of 


- The settlement of Soviet Jew- 
ish I mmigra nts in the occupied 
territories is detrimental to the 
achievement of Middle East 
peace and,- therefore, the 
Japanese government strongly 
hopes that the government erf 
Israel will refr ain from such set- 
tlement in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Aware of the importance of the 
Palestinian problem, Japan also 
has extended its cooperation to 


held in Tokyo to attract Japanese 
investment to Jordan, and I very 
much hope that these efforts on 
both parts of Jordan and Japan 
will bear fruit. 

So far, I spoke about a remark- 
able progress we have, made in 
tile relation between our two 
Royal families , in oar politica l 
relations and in oar economic and 
business relations. 

The fourth area of our dose 
relation is Japan’s cooperation in 
Jordan's effort for her economic 
and social development Japan’s 
economic cooperation with Jor- 
dan has been extended in Che 


improve the livin g conditions of form of concessional loans, grants 
the Palestinians. S i nce 1956, ^ technical cooperation. 


Japan has made a contribution of 
cumulative amount of $140 mil- 
lion in cash and food through the 


Since 1974, over $500 mifliou in 
concessional government loans 
have been extended to Jordan. 


United Nations Relief and Works These Japanese concessional 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in loans have helped the develop- 
the Near East (UNRWA), and in' ment and expansion erf telephone 


1988 we made additional con- 
tribution of $7 million dollars for 
an emergency relief programme 
inducting projects related to the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

There are several projects in 
Jordan, which Japan has financed 
through UNRWA in recent 


and telecommunications network 
in Jordan, and the development 
of roads and irrigations. Hie road 
between Jerash and Irbid, now 
under construction, has been fi- 
nanced by a Japanese concession- 
al loan. Last Wednesday, I signed 
an agreementpvith your p lanning 


“Since 1974, over $500 million in concessional 
government loans have been extended to Jordan. 
These Japanese concessional loans have helped the 
development and expansion of telephone and 
telecommunications network in Jordan, and the 
development of roads and irrigations. The road 
between Jerash and Irbid, now under construc- 
tion, has beat financed by a Japanese concessional 
loan. Last Wednesday, I signed an agreement 
with yonr planning minister to extend np to 49 
million Jordan dinar in loan for Jordan’s reform 
programme of the educational and training 
system.” 


years. One example is the con- 
struction of schools in the refugee 
cam p in Jerash. Japan has also 
extended technical cooperation at 
the Wadi Seir Vocational Tram- 


the population is Japanese- Amer- F* 5 

icm£Vbo are Americans of “g Centre, where Japanese ex- 


Japanese ancestry. Besides, there j*^. 
are over one milH nn Japanese , 

tourists visiting- Hawaii every 


pots -are* providing vocational 
t raining with equipment granted 
by Japan. In addition to Japan’s 
cooperation through UNRWA, 


year. There are 8 to 10 flights 

i— „ Japan also started the contribu- 

eveiy day between Japan and t- v , 

Honolulu. On the other hand, we 

have less than 200 Japanese firing w 

mJorriflTt and rWn«r. ™e United Nation I Development 


in Jordan, and the Japanese visi- 
tors to Jordan are less than 4,000 
per year. There is no- direct air 
service between Japan and 
Jordan. 

However, there is one common 
feature between Hawaii and Jor- 
dan, that is, Japan is enjoying 
friendly and cordial relationship 
with Jordan as we have with 
Hawaii, despite its brief history 
and other seemingly unimpress- 
ive figures. , 

Since we established respective 
embassies in Tokyo and Amman 
in 1974, His Majesty King Hus- 
sein visited Japan four times, Hu 
Royal Highness Grown Prince 
Hassan visited Japan twice and 
the Crown Prince of Japan, the 
present Emperor, visited Jordan 
in 1976. Thus die Japanese Impe- 
rial Family and the Jordanian 
Royal Family have esta bl ished 
and maintained very warm rela- 
tionship with mutual respect and 


P rogramm e (UNDP) for the pur- 
pose erf economic and social de- 
velopment in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

The business and economic re- 
lations between Japan and Jordan 
have also been dramatically ex- 
panded. In 1964, for example, 
Jordan’s export to Japan was 0.1 
milKon Jordan dinar, but in 25 
years it expanded 66 times fo 6.6 
million dinar in 1988. Jordan’s 
import from Japan in 1964 was 
2.3 millio n dinar, but in 1984 it 
reached 79 nriHioo dinar. Jor- 
dan’s export items to Japan are 
mainly phosphate and potash, 
while your imports from Japan 
indude mainly machinery, cars 
and ekxAronic products. 

Jordan has been working hard 
to encourage foreign investment 
of the private sector in Jordan. 
When His Royal Harness Crown 
Prince Hassan visited Japan in 
1988, an investment seminar was 


minis ter to extend np to 49 mil- 
lion Jordan dinar in Joan for 
Jordan’s re form p rogr am me of 
the educational and training 
system. 

Grants and tmehmraX coopera- 
tion have also been extended to 
Jordan. Under these program- 
mes, about 25 Jordaman students 
come to Japan every year to 
attend technical training courses, 
16 Japanese experts and 22 volun- 
teers are teaching in Jordan at 
present and various machineries 
and equipments have been don- 
ated. A number erf surveys have 
been made by Japanese experts in 
cooperation with Jordaman ex- 
pats to draw programmes for 
comprehensive regional develop- 
ment, water resources develop- 
ment and other projects. 

Among tiie countries of the 
Middle East, Jordan is not the 
largest recipient of Japan’s offi- 
cial development aid, but in 
terms of pa capita amount, Jor- 
dan ranks by far the first in the 
Middle East. 

The fifth area of our relation is 
in the field of cultural and 
academic exchanges which have 
also been expanded in recent 
years. A number of cultural 
events related to Japan woe held 
in Jordan, such as kimono shows 
and Japanese participation in the 
Jerash Festival, uebana, or* 
Japanese flower arrangement 
courses are currently held in Am- 


Japan and Jordan also share 
the same values and principles in 
foreign policies. Japan's position, 
for example, an the Middle East 
peace, which is Jordan’s most 
serious c on cern, is identical with 
that of Jordan. Japan main tains 
that peace in the Mhkfle East 
should be achieved based on the 
United Nations Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338 through 
the following principles: (1) with- 
drawal of lead from all the 
territories occupied since 1967, 
(2) recognition of the right to 
seif-deCenmnation of the Palesti- 
nian people, inducting the right to 
establish an independent state, 
and (3) recognition of farad’s 
right to east Sadi peace should 
be realised with due considera- 
tion to the legitimate security 
requirements erf the countries in 
the region. 

Peace should be attained 
through negotiations. Japan sup- 
ports the con voting of an interna- 
tiooal conference as a framework 
for foe negotiations. The PLO: 
represents foe Palestinian people, 1 
which is a party directly con- 
cerned with the Middle East 
peace problem, and its participa- 
tion should be secured in the 
process trf the Middle East peace 
cegotUtkxB incfrwSng an interna- 
tfonal conference. 

The Japanese government has 
expressed its concern over the 
recent suggestions of the need for 
settling Soviet Jewish immigrants 
in foe occupied territories, and 
Has reaffirmed its position that 
any settlement in foe occupied 
territories has no legal vabdfty 
and is not acceptable: 
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man. Last October, an exhibition 
of Jordan Culture was opened by 
Her Majesty Queen Noor in 
Tokyo, and doting tins year this 
exhibition -will be held in otter 
parts of Japan. 

Leaders of Japan, Jordan and 
otha Arab countries held in Am- 
man last Sep t ember a co n fe re nce 
called Japan- Arab Dialogue and 
Japan-Jordan Dialogue, where 
they exchanged views on bow to 
enhance mutual understanding 
and cooperation between Japan 
and Jordan and between Japan 
and the Arab World. 

This is the present state of 
relations between Japan and Jor- 
dan. It is most gratifying and 
raging to note that despite 
the short period of time of our 
relations, Japan and Jordan have 
developed most friendly and 
closest ties. There is no doubt 
that this cordial relation between 
Japan and Jordan is of mutual 
benefit to both of us. Japan 
wishes to maintain and promote 
flatter the valuable relation with 
Jordan, the key country in the 
Middle East. Japan also wishes to 
support and extend our coopera- 
tion to Jordan for ter efforts in 
maintaining foe stability and in 
advancing the social and econo- 
mic development. 

We all realise that the expan- 
sion of friendly relation between 
the two nations does riot come 
with a natural flow of events. 
There should be constant and 
positive efforts on the part of 
each country if they wish to culti- 
vate and develop closer ties to the 
benefit of both peoples. 

In this regard, there is one 
aspect of onr relation which I 
would like to mention. 

Among the Japanese, there 
still exists the image of Jordan 
that is far from reality. They tend 
to apply a stereotyped image of 
foe Middle East like desert, beat 
and war to Jordan. And I am 
afraid that the image of Japan 
among the Jordanian people is 
also scanty and stereotyped. One 
of my responsibilities as Japanese 
ambassador to Jordan is to prom- 
ote Japan in Jordan, but I feel 
strongly that it is also my duty to 
promote Jordan among the - 
Japanese people. 

Recently, after I arrived in 
Jordan, I wrote to my friends 
saying that it is winter in Amman 
and we have snow here. I am 
afraid that this surprised many of 
my friends. I also sent, in a way 
intentionally, photographs which 
I hoped may serve rectify the 
wrong image of Jordan among my 
friends. One erf them is a picture 
of my wife standing in front of the 
residence wearing a fra coat, and 
another is a picture taken at 
Jordan Valley fell of green leaves 
and colourful wild flowers. 

I hope that they now have 
realised that Jordan has the win- 
ter, beautiful greenery and a 
nnmba of archaeological and his- 
torical sites winch testify to the 
long history of rich culture in 
Jordan. Already my letters and 
photographs have produced a 
promising result. At least two of 
my friends wrote to me that they 
will be visiting Jordan in the near 
future. 

There is also a by-product of 
my letter which I sent to my 
friends in the United States; one 
American newspaper quoted my 
letter in its article and introduced 
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Snow-capped ML Fqji as seen during the cherry blossom season in April. 


some features of Jordan. There 
may of course be more serious 
ways to promote mutual under- 
standing between our two peo- 
ples; more frequent dialogues be- 
tween the political, business and 
academic leaders, further ex- 
change of peoples, scholars and 
students and promotion of tour- 
ism. There may be a number of 
other plans to promote mutual 
understanding between us. 

But what I would like to stress 
here is that the progress of our 
relation can only be attained by a 
realistic and step-by-step effort 
by both sides of the Japanese and 
Jordanian people. 

NOW I would like to touch brief- 
ly on the state of science and 
technology in Japan. Since I am 
among the scholars and students 
pursuing foe development of sci- 
ence and technology, I hope this 
subject is not quite out of order. 
Let me first try to explain briefly 
the development of science and 
technology in Japan. 

The modem science and tech- 
nology started in Japan around 
120 years ago and Japanese scien- 
tists began making scientific dis- 
coveries and innovations of his- 
toric importance. For example, 
Kitazato Shibasaburo perfected 
the tetanus soro therapy techni- 
que in 1890, Shiga Kiyoshi disco- 
vered dysentery bacillus in 1889, 
Takaminc Jolrichi discovered 
adrenaline in 1900, Nagaoka 
Han taro created a model of the 
atom in 1903, Hata Sahachiro 
discovered Salvarsan in 1908 and 
Suzuki Umetaro discovered vita- 
min B1 in 1910. 

In the field of engineering, 
many important inventions were 
made in Japanese laboratories 
which contributed to the develop- 
ment of electromagnetic technol- 
ogy. For example, Honda Kotaro 
invented KS Steel in 1917, Yagj 
Hidetsugu invented the Yagi 
antenna in 1926, Kate Yasaburo 
and Takea Takeshi invented fer- 
rite in 1930, and Misbima 
Tokushichi invented the MK 
magneto in 1932. 

In the field of basic science, a 
number of Japanese scientists 
were awarded the Nobel Prize for 
their achievements. Scientists Hke 
Yukawa Hideki, Tomonaga Shi- 
nichiro, Esaki Reona, Fukni 


Kenichi and Tonegawa Susumu 
may be known to you. 

Thanks to the efforts of these 
people and others, Japan has 
achieved high technological capa- 
bilities. 

The development of science 
and technology has been given 
one of foe top priorities of 
Japan’s policy. This is because 
science and technology are nowa- 
days dosely related to the poten- 
tial erf social and economic de- 
velopment of the country. 
Japan’s research and develop- 
ment expenditures have in- 
creased steadily in recent years. 
Government projects for re- 
search and development occupies 
20 pa cent of the total expendi- 
ture, while the private sector 
accounts for 80 per cent of the 
expenditure. These figures dear- 
ly show that technological de- 
velopment is undertaken largely 
by private industries in Japan. 

In orda to give you an idea of 
where Japanese technological 
capabilities will lie in the future. I 
would like to ate a few examples 
of large scale research and de- 
velopment projects that are now 
under way in Japan. 

One significant area is space 
development. A number of satel- 
lites are now providing weather 
observation, and facilitating the 
expansion of communication and 
broadcasting services. Japan has 
also started developing manned 
space flight technology and is 
considering to participate in the 
international effort to construct a 
space station that wQ2 orbit the 
earth by the mid 1990’s. 

The second area is nuclear 
energy. At present, 29 pa cent of 
the electrical power is generated 
by 35 commercial nudear power 
plants in Japan. 

There is high hope for fast 
breeder reactors since they can be 
fuelled by plutonium, and in- 
crease the efficiency of the ura- 
nium resource utilisation. Re- 
search is also in progress on 
nudear fusion, which will supply 
much of the energy need in the 
future, although practical use will 
not be possible in the near future. 

In die field of ocean develop- 
ment, a deep sea exploration 
vessel, foe Shmkai 6000, was 
completed last year. This vessel 


can carry 3 persons to the max- 
imum depth of 6.500 metres under 
foe water and is expected to 
contribute to the development of 
marine biological resources, sea- 
water and seabed resources, 
marine energy and the protection 
of the marine environment. 

. Active research is now under 
way in the field of life sdences, 
the result of which will be applied 
in health care, environmental 
protection, farming fishing and 
other areas. A wide range of 
research in the area of genetic 
engineering is being carried out 
to discover, for example, the ori- 
gin of cancer and its prevention 

Another area of high technolo- 
gy which Japan is devoting its 
resources to is tnagentically levi- 
tated train system. Using linear 
motors, this super high speed 
maglev train is lifted above the 
rails by strong magnetic repulsion 
and can attain the speed of 500 
kms per hour. 

The first commercial linear 
motor car line will start its opera- 
tion in the spring this year in 
Osaka and in 1991 in Tokyo, 
although magnetic forces are only 
used to propel the car and not to 
lift it in these pioneer trains. 

Research and development 
projects also include the develop- 
ment of materials with supercon- 
ductivity at normal temperature, 
optical fiber communications net- 
work, high definition television, 
robotics and fifth generation 
computers. 

I can cite more projects of high 
technology, but frankly speaking, 
I myself cannot cope with the 
rapid pace of development in 
technology and cannot quite 
grasp it. I am sure that you have 
better understanding and know- 
ledge about these high technolo- 
gies. But what I wanted to illus- 
trate is that science and technolo- 
gy jaave contributed and will con- 
tribute greatly to the economic 
and soda! development as well as 
the protection of environment of 

Our community 

Another point I wish to stress is 
that development of technology 
has not been and will not be 
possible by the effort of one 
country. It is the outcome of 
international cooperation, and its 
benefit is of global scale, benefit- 


ing mankind as a whole. With this 
aspect in mind. Japan is streng- 
thening its cooperation with other 
countries in the field of science 
and technology. 

Japan's cooperation with Jor- 
dan in this field includes the 
establishment of the Electronics 
Service and Training Centre of 
the Royal Scientific Society, the 
Electric Tr aining Centre of the 
Jordan Electricity Authority and 
the Computer Technology De- 
velopment and Training Centre 
of the Higher Council for Science 
and Technology. 

Before concluding my remarks, 
I would like to stress that Japan is 
keenly aware that Jordan is facing 
two-fold challenges at the present 
time: 

One . on the international 
front. Jordan has been striving in 
the severe geo-political environ- 
ment. 

Second, in the economic field. 
Jordan is now facing a challeng- 
ing moment in its economic and 
social development. 

I am confident, however, that 
with Jordanian peopl's sincere 
efforts and realistic and rational 
approach to the problems, Jordan 
will ultimately be successful ia 
overcoming these difficulties. I 
believe that the reason which 
Jordan always upholds will pre- 
vail and vour sincere efforts will 
win over the challenges Jordan is 
now faring. I would also like to 
stress that Jordan's effort is high- 
ly appreciated by the internation- 
al community, and you have 
strong supports from the various 
countries of the world, including 
Japan. 

The students assembled here 
are the hope for the future of 
Jordan, and the back-bone of 
Jordan’s efforts in meeting inter- 
national and domestic challenges. 
I am sure you are all well aware 
that youT studies at the uni- 
versity should not serve only 
for your personal objectives. 
Your academic effort at the uni- 
versity has broader and signifi- 
cant bearings on the development 
and welfare of the Jordanian peo- 
ple and the peace and stability of 
the Middle East. 

With these thoughts in mind, I 
wish you every success in your 
present and future endeavours. 
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on joint ventures 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria has 
announced it was trying to liber- 
alise its current joint venture law 
to attract foreign capital and spur 
economic recovery. 

Prime Minister Mouloud Ham- 
roucbe gave details for the first 
time Sunday night of joint ven- 
ture provisions of a draft low on 
money and credit due to be de-. 
bated this month in the national 
assembly. 


The law is the most important 
remaining piece of economic re- 
form legislation the government 
has drawn up to ease the country 
out of its economic crisis. 

The Algerian news agency APS 
quoted Hamrouche as telling the 
central committee of the ruling 
National Liberation Front that 
state firms, who now must hold at 
least 51 per cent of any joint 
venture, would be free to reach 
joint ventures with foreign part- 
ners provided there was no net 
loss of hard currency. 


Bankers said that would dear 
the way for joint ventures con- 
trolled by foreign partneis. 

Previous attempts to make 
Algeria's joint venture law more 
attractive to foreign investors 
have been defeated by the nation- 
al assembly as a threat to national 
sovereignty. 

Bnt the government argues 
foreign capital is necessary in a 
country chronically short of hard 
currency. 


“We propose to trust our state 
enterprises... to freely defend 
their interests with foreign part- 
ners under three conditions,” 
Hamrouche said. 

“No joint venture can carry out 
operations which result in the 
short, medium or long term in a 
net outflow of hard currency.” he 
added. 

He said joint ventures may not 
monopolise an economic activity 
or benefit from any exemption 
from the law and that capital 


inflows must be regulated by the 
Council on Money and Credit 
and the Banking Control Com- 
mission. 

Hamrouche said debt service 
tins year would account for $7 
billion of total export earnings of 
between S9 and $10 billion, while 
imports would total between $8 
and $9 billion. This wonid leave a . 
financing gap of around $6 bil- 
lion. 

Hamrouche reiterated his gov- 
ernment's refusal to reschedule 
die $24 billion foreign debt, but 
said new borrowing would be 
stretched over a longer period to 
reduce the short-term repayment 
burden. 

“We want to correct the per- 
verse effects of short-term cre- 
dit,” he said. “For this, we must 
change our foreign trade prac- 
tices and oblige our firms and 
banks to reorganise and enter the 
medium-term market. This 
should reduce the present cost of 
bo r ro wi ng.” 


Libya doubles estimates] 
of proven oil reserves 


NICOSIA (R) — Libya has dou- 
bled its estimate of proven re- 
coverable ofl reserves after a new. 
study of its reservoirs, the Middle 
East Economic Survey (MEES) 
reported Monday. 


MEE S, a Nicosia-based au- 
thoritative newsletter, also said 
Libya was producing crude oil at 
a rate of 1.65 minion barrels per 
day (b/d), more than 420,000 b/d 
above its OPEC quota of 1.233 
million, during a test of its output 
capacity. 

MEES said that as a result of 
its reservoir studies, Libya bas 
raised estimates for recoverable 
crude reserves to 45 to 50 billion 
barrels, from 22.8 billion barrels, 
and gas reserves to 43 trillion 
cubic feet, from 29.2 trillion pre- 
viously. 

H>e figures were considerably 
than most previous indus- 
try estimates. 

“Also under way in Libya is a 
major oilfield development prog- 
ramme to expand capacity at 


three fields — Sarir, Boon and 
Murznk — by a further 550,000 
b/d by the mid-1990s,” MEES 
said. 

The newsletter said Libya's 
production test provides evidence 
that Libya has the capacity to 
produce 1.65 milium b/d without 
additional investment. 

It said this output level was the 
highest since tbe fourth quarter of 
1982. In the fourth quarter of 
1989 Libya's output was around 
1.25 million b/d. 


cairf 

Shaksh onki told MEES that 
OPEC quotas could be abolished 
“when OPEC member states 
actually reach their production 
capacity — which is not the case 
now.” 

“If wc want a fear price we have 
to continue the production quota 
Systran,” MEES quoted Shak- 
sboufd as saying. 


But MEES said Libyan Pet- 
roleum Minister Fawzi Shak- 
shoulri bad made it dear the -test 
would be Hmited to the first 
quarter of 1990 and tbe oil in 
excess of Libya’s OPEC (Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries) quota would be 
stored. 

'With modest additional in- 
vestment, Libyan officials reckon 
that sustainable capacity could be 
increased to 1.85 million b/d, 
rising to two milli on b/d,” MEES 


Kuwait's Ofl. Minister AH A1 
Khalifa AJ Sabah had called for 
OPEC quotas to be scrapped, 
da hiring most of the group’s 13 
members had reached their max- 
imum output levels. 


MEES said Libya thinks that 
OPECs $18 a band basket juice, 
adopted about three years ago, 
has now been overtaken by rising 
inflation in the industrialised 
countries and the decline in the 
value of the dollar. 

It said Libya wants die nrini- 
nmm reference price to be raised 
to around $20 or $22 a barrel. 


Proposed EC trade pact 


NICOSLA (R>— The Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) is to tell 
the European Community (EC), 
its biggest trading partner, that a 
proposed free trade pact is still 
inadequate, a GCC official said 
Monday. 

Foreign ministers of Saudi Ara- 
bia. Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain and 
Oman met in Riyadh Sunday to 
agree a common position before 
their first meeting with their EC 
counterparts in Oman March 17. 

The two sides will discuss how 
to ease tensions over quota and 
tariff lectrictions imposed by the 
Conmmaiiy on the Gulfs cheaper 
petrochemical products. 

EC foreign ministers last De- 
cember agreed a mandate for a 
free trade pact that includes a 
lengthy transition period before 
the scrapping of their protective 
barriers. 

“This mandate does not satisfy 
the needs of the Gulf council," 
GCC assistant secretary-general 
for economic affairs. Abdullah A1 
Quweiz, told Reuters in Cyprus 
by telephone. 

Omani minister of state for 
foreign affairs, Youssef Ibn Ala- 
wi, whose country is current pres- 
ident of the GCC, said after the 


meeting tbe ministers had 
reached a common position on 
negotiations with the European 
side. 

Under the proposed free trade 
agreement, the 12-nation Com- 
munity would scrap all customs 
duties on Gulf imports except 
those on designated sensitive pro- 
ducts. 

Gulf officials have complained 
this would effectively m a inta in 
tire current restrictions on pet- 
rochemicals, aluminium and re- 
fined products — industries the 
GCC state are boosting to reduce 
their heavy reliance on oil ex- 
ports. 

Al Quweiz said tbe GCC was 
also unhappy with the 12-year 
transition period to eliminate 
tariffs on Gulf products, com- 
pared with eight years on EC 
exports. 

“The Europeans recognise the 
fact that we are developing coun- 
tries with infant industries but we 
don’t find this consideration in 
the mandate,” he added. 

Petrochemical producers in 
Britain, West Germany and the 
Netherlands fear a flood of cut- 
price imports from the Gulf 
where oil and gas are abundant 
and cheap. 
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U.S. doHar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutscbcmaric 
Swiss franc 


Sdl 

674.0 


Bms 

670.0 
1104.2 1110.8 
301.9 394.3 
445.7 448.4 


French banc 116.0 116.7 

Japanese yen (for ICO) 446.9 449 A 

Dutch guilder 348.0 350.1 

Swedish down I0BJ 109 J 

Italian Ora (lot 100) 53-2 53_5 

Belgian franc (for 10) 187.8 188.9 


rates 

LONDON (R) — Following are tbe buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midse&sion 

on the Loodon foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

One Sterling 

1.6430/40 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1915/25 

Canadian dollar 


1.7033/40 

Deutscfaemarks 


1.9185/95 

Dutch guilders 


1.5018/28 

Swiss francs 


35.36/41 

Belgian francs 


5.7530/80 

French francs 


1256/1257 

Italian tire 


149.23/33 

Japanese yen 


6.1420/70 

Swedish crowns 


6.5630/80 

Norwegian crowns 


6. 5340/90 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

403:00/403.50 

U.S. dollars 


By Reuters 


SYDNEY — Friday’s strong performance on Wall Street and 
bargain -h outing in leading stocks pushed the market to a firmer 
close. The All Ordinaries Index rose 13.1 to 1,581.3. 


TOKYO — Shares dosed down but well off their lows in listless 
trading. Futures- related selling predominated over general buying 
encouraged by a mild rebound by the yen in the afternoon. The 
Nikkei Index fell 212.36 to 33445.20. 


HONG KONG — Share prices ended little changed after a day of 
sluggish trading. The Hang Seng Index rose 0.75 of a point to 
2,938.68 after see-sawing within a narrow range. 

ZURICH — Shares ended slightly firmer but below day's highs. 
Overall volume was tight with some activity in selected industrial 
shares. Tbe SPI Index rose 1.9 points to 1,098.06. 

PARIS — Share prices dosed near the highs set at tbe opening in 
light trade, with most blue chips showing strong gams. The 
CAC-40 index ended 13.95 np at 1874.43. 

LONDON — Shares edged towards the bottom of the day’s 
sharply lower t rading range in foe late aftern oon after Wall Street 
gave up earfy gains. By 1633 GMT the FISE index was 22.6 down 
at 2,233.2. 

NEW YORK — Wall Street stocks had stalled at slightly higher 
levels in late morning. Tbe Dow was ahead four at 2665 and a few 
more issues showed gains than losses. Trading was slow. 


Suharto lectures big 
business on need to 
share the wealth 


JAKARTA (R) — President 
Suharto called together many of 
Indonesia's richest businessmen 
last weekend and lectured them 
about tbe need to spread wealth 
by selling part of their companies 
to cooperatives. 

Thirty-one owners of business 
conglomerates , mostly ethnic 
Chinese, gathered at Suharto’s 
private farm to hear the president 
reiterate a plan to share corpo- 
rate wealth among workers, the 
official Antara News Agency re- 
ported Monday. 

“Tbe government hopes the 
selling of shares to cooperatives 
will proceed smoothly... if the 
transactions do not run smoothly, 
the government will take mea- 
sures to see to it that they do,” 
the news agency quoted Suharto 
as saying Sunday. 

“If this fails to proceed, the 
existing gap will give rise to social 
jealously and upheaval. Then 
noose will be the winner,” he 
said in an off-the-cuff address. 

Tbe plan, which Suharto first 
mentioned when presenting the 
draft for the next financial year to 
parliament in January , was wide- 
ly discounted at tbe time by eco- 
nomists as little more than a 
political ploy to stiff criticism of 
powerful conglomerates. 

“Frankly, everyone believed 
that this cooperatives issue was 


essentially politically superficial. 
But giving it tins fond of promin- 
ence, well, it’s taking on a more 
serious dimension,” an economic 
consultant said. 

The meeting was widely re- 
ported in the local press. 

Suharto told the dutch of ty- 
coons a spate of privatisations on 
Jakarta’s newly revitalised stock 
exchange had benefited the 
“haves" rather than the “have 
nots.” 

He encouraged companies to 
lend money to cooper a tives to 
buy shares, saying income from 
dividends would give the work- 
ers’ groups the means to repay 
tbe loans. 

“He’s really telling companies 
This is what you wiff have to 
sacrifice for the greater good of 
the nation. You have to give 
away this much’,” the consultant 
said. 


But Suharto did not repeat (ns 
budget-speech request that com- 
panies sell off a quarter of their 
equity to cooperatives. 

In response, to a suggestion by 
Indonesia's richest man, liem 
Sk>e Liong, bead of the gigantic 
Salim . Group, that companies 


start their sales to cooperatives 
with one per cent of equity. 


Antara quoted Suharto as saying 
the percentage should be flexible. 


Banks in U AE 
expect upturn 


DUBAI (R) — Foreign bankers 
in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), the most open country in 
the Gulf for onshore foreign 
banking, are optimistic that busi- 
ness is picking op but some are 
careful not to become over-ex- 
tended again. 

Tbe foreign banking commun- 
ity in the UAE suffered along 
with the Arab banks during tbe 
severe recession of tbe mid-1980s 
when tbe oil price collapse and 
tbe Iran-Iraq war cast a doud 
over tbe economic future of the 
region. 

The continued peace, 18 
mouths after the end of the war, 
and a widely predicted rise in ofl 
prices during the first half of the 
1990s has brought some sunshine 
into bank offices. 

“It's not a boom, but it’s cer- 
tainly an upturn," said one senior 
manager at an established region- 
al foreign bank. 

Tbe UAE has the most liberal 
onshore banking regime for fore- 
ign banks in the Gulf, tbe bankers 
say. Trading in tbe UAE dirham 
is completely open, corporate 
customers do not pay tax. mid the 

government generally encourages 
the industry. 

Bahrain, with its offshore bank 
facility, is host to the other large 
concentration of foreign b anks in 
■the Gulf and the UAE has often 
been compared as a competitor. 

But bankers see the markets as 
distinct “Bahrain is an offshore 
market to service the region 
where foreign banks cannot be. 
Tbe UAE market is a domestic 
market with a lot of deapth, 
which is what banks come here 
for,” said a British banker. 

Attention is focused on the two 
biggest emirates of the seven in 
the UAE federation. 

Abu Dhabi's vast cal wealth, 
with the promise of higher ofl 
prices, has triggered a mini -con- 
struction boom. There are hopes 
of financing supplies for the gov- 
ernment’s planned large-scale- 
projects to boost ofl capacity. 

Dubai, which also has oil 
wealth, has also become more 
attractive hut for a different 
reason. 

In the whole of the Gulf, it is 
the one city where economic 


trends are not almost completely 
linked to the oil-price cycle. 

The free-market policies of tbe 
ruling Maktoum family have en- 
couraged broad trading links with 
areas outside the Gulf, including 
India, Pakistan, and a growing 
airborne entrepot trade in con- 
sumer goods between tbe Far 
East and European markets. 

Dubai also has traditional trad- 
ing links with Iran just across the 


Gulf. One of Britain’s big four 
lank, is a 


dealing banks, Lloyds Bi 
leading player in high-margin 
financing of Iranian trade. 

Other foreign banks wonid like 
to join in but Lloyds has bad a 
representative office in Teheran 
since 197S and without a similar 
operation Iran deals can be risky, 
other bankers said. 

Financing of other trade in 
Dubai has been a mainstay for 
most of the 28 foreign banks in 
tbe UAE and, with trade volumes 
rising, looks set to get better. 

“Dubai is really where most 
people w an t to be,” said another 
foreign bank manager. 

Available statistics show re- 
turns on assets as generally good, 
with the biggest foreign banks in 
the UAE showing returns of two 

to 2 J per cent in 1988. 

Gtkoip’s Citibank, the only 
U.S. bank to survive in the UAE 
after tbe downturn of the 1980s, 


came back into profit on this 
L988, the figu 


measure zn 1988, the figures com- 
piled by banks show. 

Retail banking is also a growth 
area. The British Bank of the 
Middle East has a firm bold on 
tbe sector but other banks, such 
as British clearing bank Barclays, 
are developing their retail side. 


retail sector could easily backfire 
at the sign of any downturn, and 
much of the construction boom is 
still related to forecasts of better 
times to come rather than any- 
thing concrete, he said. 

Some banks have already suf- 
fered by being too eager to lend. 
Banker estimate that up to 120 
nuffion tlj ifewn ($32 mutioa) was 
lost' in Abu Dhabi recently, 
where banks financed the purch- 
ase of new vehicles and had their 
name displayed on tbe logbook. 


Argentina announces 
plan to cut state 
expense, raise income 


BUENOS AIRES (AF) — Some 
government workers will be 
forced to retire and taxes and 
duties on agricultural exports mil 
be raised in an effort to end 
hyperinflation. Economy Minis- 
ter Antonio Ennan Gonzalez said 
Sunday night. 

Gonzalez, in a 20-minute 
nationally televised address, 
warned that Argentina “faces 
something much worse than 
hyperinflation,” and asked for 
“support, tolerance and compre- 
hension to prevent bankruptcy 
from dragging us into anarchy 
and social chaos.” 

Gonzalez said the government 
will cut its expenses by $2 billion 
by forcing retirements and elimi- 
nating secretariats and sub-secre- 
tariats, government departments 
below the ministerial level. 

Effective immediately, he said, 
all state employees who have 
reached retirement age but con- 
tinue to work will be retired and 
those who are within two years of 
retirement will be laid off and 
paid their salaries until they reach 
retirement age. 

Gonzalez did not say how 
'many state employees, now 
approximately 2.5 million out of a 
total national work force of 12.5 
million, would be affected by the 
measure. 

Additionally, all 56 secretariats 
will be eliminated and sub-secre- 
tariats will be cut from the cur- 
rent total of 112 to 32, with their 
duties being taken over by the 
ministries to which they now are 
attached, Gonzalez said. 

He did not say what would 
become of the employees of the 
eliminated secretariats and sub- 
secretariats, but they presumably 
will be absorbed by other state 
entities. The only personnel re- 
dactions are those involving re- 
tirements. 

An additional $600 million in 
income will be raised through a 
l.S per cent increase in the tax on 
capital goods and an average five 
per cent boost in the tax on 
agricultural exports, Gonzalez 
said. 


Tbe minister also announced 
that all state employees will be 
paid a minimum salary of 450,000 
australs — currently equivalent to 
$90 — a month beginning April I. 

Most state employees c uiien tiy 
earn far less than that amount. 

Gonzalez also pledged that the 
governm ent wiff cease printing 
money to finance dgfirir spending 
and announced that the National 
Mortgage Bank, used principally 
for financing low-oost housing 
would dose, effective Monday, 
with the Argentine National 
B ank taking over its functions. 
Employees will be absorbed by 
other state banks, be said. 

The government of President 
Carlos Menem, who took office 
last July 8, has been beset by 
inflation that soared 8,164 per 
cent over tbe last 12 months. The 
cost of living rose 79.2 per cent in 
January arid is expected to equal 
or surpass^ that figure in 
February. 

Interest rates have risen steadi- 
ly the past two months as the 
local currency, the austral, has 
lost value against the dollar, and 
banks have had to raise rates to 
keep deposits. 

At the dose of tbe business day 
Friday, the austral traded at 5,450 
to the dollar, up from a peak of 
6,400-1 earlier m tbe week but 
down from 4,500-1 a week ear- 
lier, 1,870-1 on Feb. 1, 1,200-1 in 
earfy January and 655-1 when 
Menem took office. 

Menem has raised public ser- 
vice rates drastically during his 
eight months in office and has 
pledged to open up Argentina's 
state dominated economy by sell- 
ing public companies, deregulat- 
ing monopolies, lowering tariff 
barriers, raising taxes and cutting 
subsidies. 

The measures and proposals 
have tonched off a storm erf pro- 
test, and so far have not measur- 
ably improved an economy that 
shrank the past two years. About 
one of every five Argentine 
adults lacks a full-time job. Real 
wages have dropped by as much 
as one half. 


Turks expect further 
drop in inflation 


ANKARA (R) — Inflation, 
which has eroded support for 
Turkey’s centre-right govern- 
ment, fell for tbe fourth consecu- 
tive month in February and some 
bankets expect lugger drops later 
in tbe year. 

The State Statistics Institute- 
reported Sunday that consumer 
prices rose 59.5 per cent in tbe 12 
months ended February 28. The 
figure was 60.0 at the end of 


January and 72.6 per cent at tbe 
end of. r ' 


February 1989. 

“Tbe current inflation figure 
will likely show a bigger drop in 
the second half of this yeai ~ 
Nebfl Erulas, assistant gen et«u 
manager of Tourism Investment 
and Commerce Bank in Istanbul, 
told Renters. 

Tayfun Beyazit, assistant 
general manager of private Yapi 
Kredi Bankas A.S., said “we 
expect a considerable fall in infla- 
tion this year. Our forecast for 
annual 1990 inflation is b e twe en 
50 and 55 per cent” 

“The reason tbe February in- 


flation drop has been slight is 
price rises in public sector goods 
and services in tbe first two 
months of 1990,” Beyazit said. 

Turkey raised prices in Febru- 
ary for state monopoly cigarettes 
and drinks, tea products, domes- 
tic air and train fares, electricity 
and medicines. 

Tbe increases were a bid to cut 
die budget deficit, which is fore- 
cast at 10.5 trilbon lira ($4.3 
bfltion) in 1990. Large deficits 
have been blamed for the infla- 
tion of recent years. 


Tbe rating Motherland Party’s 
popular support has been below 
20 per cent for tbe last year, 
mainly because of a failure to 
-stem inflation. The party holds 
282 of parliament’s 450 seats. 

Banking sources say the World 
Bank has given Tnrkey a letter 
"saying tbe release of a $200 mo- 
tion financial sector adjustment 
loan may be further delayed if 
Turkey fails to curt) inflation sg- 
mficaatiy by April. 


Bulgaria applies to join IMF 


WASHINGTON (R) — leaning a growing number of Eastern 
European countries, Bulgaria bas applied for membership in the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank, tbe two 
lending agencies. The move comes as Bulgaria's reformist traders 
have given private farmers more freedom and axe considering 
selling shops and some restaurants to private owners in hopes of 
revitalising the stagnant economy. Tbe new Communist leaders 
have been grappling with some $10 billion in foreign debt and 
widespread food shortages. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY MARCH 6, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll RigrUer Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: An 
tm usually good day for thinking 
out, over and arriving at a 

very d efinite decisions about what 
you most wait to do in order to 
have fundamental security. Rest 
fan evening. 


AR1E& (March 21 to April 19) Tty 
to keep your social activities today 
With very talented friends^ Now, at 
hxtt , you can do those things with 
your jft*ai4m wv which have bees 
long delayed. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

your c ircle of good friends. Invite 
persons into your home whom you 
have known for a considerable 
period of time. 

GEMINI; (May 21 to June 21) 
Invite persons into your home wbo 
value and ' appreciate your good 
taste. Go with your attachment to 
attractive places of recreation and 
entertain mem. 


MOON CHILDREN; (June 22 to 
July 21) Conversations with out- 
side experts will aid you in finances 
and businesses. Invite family and 
friends from nearby into your 
hnmg at this time. 


LEO: (Inly 22 to August 21) In- 
dnde more practical minded and 
prosperous mends in your social 
circle. Avoid making any critical 
mwimmui to tbose beneath your 
own roof. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A prosperous associate will 


show you how to increase your 
income. Go along egreeabty wife 
aS that activity raking place to your 
home. 

LIBRA; (Sep t ember 23 to Oc tober 
22) You will bare lots of good 
ideas sow, but you seed to be 
more practical about them. Help 
your attachm ent to straighten out 
finan c ia l matters. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Follow advice of a bigwig 
regarding recreations in witicb you 
now engage. Avoid any ha sty or 
impulsiv e negative acts or words 
aat your home. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) An aur a of sp ecial 
happiness can exisl between yon 
and your frie nd s now. More art, 
colour or music is now a must in 
your home for comfort. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Be alert to some new 
ventures of a business or financial 
nature. Arrangements with your 
own attachment will be usuaSy 
productive of good results. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Now is tbe time to join in 
some amu se m ent with all lends of 
varied personalities. Have a more 
definite understanding between 
you and your attachment. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Accept the aid of anyone in- 
terested who will help yon with 
your duties. Now is the time to 
travel wherever possible with your 
attachment. 


THE Daily Crossword », 


Jaamw Wftstxi 


ACROSS 
1 Rani wrap 
5 Dismal 
S ■*— were the 
days-" 

14 Author Uris 

15 Part 

16 cockhorse 
to Banbury.. 

17 Bedouin 

18 Earthen jar 

19 Heroes 

20 EXCLUSIVE 
CONTROL 

22 Singing 
brothers 

23 Hoarfrost 

24 — tal (bar 
drink) 

25 Producer 
'Carla 

27 Waterfall 

32 Tennis stroke 

33 Dvorak 

35 Woodwork 
machine 

36 — out (makes 
do) 

38 Puzzle theme 

40 Bearing 

41 Moral man 

43 •*— pray” 

45 WWII ship 

46 Supposes 

48 Tiffs 

50 Rental abbr. 

51 Frank 

52 "My kingdom 
for — " 

56 NIXON'S DOG 

50 ■‘ft Had 
To 

81 Tec Charlie 

62 Russ, sea 

63 Short: pref. 

64 Diana of Eng. 
films 

65 Split 

56 Possession 

87 Ger. count 

68 Over again 



* 1BBB TAMM M«>U SMOM, l*e. 
AnWflfta rw w wa 


DOWN 

1 Hit hard 

2 Before 
dynamics 

3 Chestnut 


4 Hereditary 

5 Preening 

6 Esther of TV 

7 Friend In need 

8 Voice vote 

9 UNIMPOR- 
TANT 

10 Stash 

11 Fragrance 

12 Betray 

13 Kind of chair 

21 fOnd of bread 

22 ingest 

24 Fr. painter 

25 FIREPLACE 
TOOL 

26 Fat 

27 Reaches 

28 Butter? 

29 Skewed 

30 PONTOON 
BRIDGE 
BOARD 

3T Camp unit 
32 Vault 
34 Legends 
37 Help! 


Saturday’s Pozzh Sabred: 



39 Mystery air 
42 CHASE (see 
90) 


53 Towel word 

54 Court call 

55 Wander 


44 Unusuab abbr. 56 Hew 


47 Fr. title 
49 Turk, city 

51 Chi. airport 

52 Eban of 1 st. 


57 Gray or Moran 
5a Great review 
59 Killed 
61 Bank certs. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



*1 know TV wrestling is fake. But 
it's okay because I’m just 
faking enjoyment” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbtea, 
one letter to each square, to tom 
four ortfinary words. 


NA/VGO 


mamm 



IMODI 


mmmm 

HI 


DELUVA 


ur 

l_L 





tun 

j 




WHT SOME HUSBANDS 
THINK 4S50UT RUN- 
NING AWAY TO 
BECOME OUTLAW©, 


Now arrange the girded tatters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the a&wa cstoon. 


^ mum - mu 


(Answers t om o rro w )' 

yesterday's f Jumbte * BEGUN POACH CAJOLF SOIREE 

Answer. What a fork In the reed might haw resulted m 
way back in those days— 

A tSPOON" <N THE CAR ■ 


Si 












i 
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Milan dice with team changes in race for treble 


Reuter 

AC Mfiau’s .gamble of resting 
first-dunce players before resum- 
ing their defence of the European 
Cop in midweek nearly cost them 
dearly in the league last weekend. 

But the World Oub cham- 
pions, who are also in the Ttafem 
Dtp final, bounced back from a 
goal down to beat bottom dub 
AscoH 2-1 at home Sunday and 
stay two points dear of Diego 
Maradona^ Napoli. 

"We were able to zest some 
players and still win. Frank Ri~ 
jkaard played in the second half 
depute a sore throat and Marco 
van Hasten played despite a- ten- 
don (problem),' 1 AC Milan coach 
Arrigo Sacdn said. 

He would have regretted the 
decision but for secOnd-hatf goals 
by Giovanni Stroppa and Manro 
Tassotti after Yugoslav Borislav 
Cvetkovic had put Ascoli in 
front. 

Intemazfonale’s 2-1 defeat at 
Lazio virtually left the tide race in 
the remaining seven fixtur e s to 
AC Milan and NapoH, who strug- 
gled to overcome Genoa 2-1 at 
home without the injured Mara- 


dona. 

Milan, who face Belgian chflm - 
pions Mechelen in the first leg of 
file European Cup quarterfinals 
away Wednesday, have 42 points. 

Napoli, no longer committed in 
Europe after falling in the second 
round of their UEFA Cup de- 
fence, have 40. Sampdoria are 
third, five points further hack, 
ahead of defending champions 
Inter and Inventus mi j 


cnee. 

Napoli coach Alberto Bigem 
decided for the second Sunday 
miming a gaimtf risking Marado- 
na, who has back pains, a nd his 
side only just won with a last- 
minute goal from Gianfranco 
Zola, Maradonas stand-in. 

. Dutch champions PSV Ein- 
dhoven lost prolific Brazilian 
striker Romario ahead of t h chr 
European Cup dash at Bayern 
Munich. 

Romario broke his leg after 
sowing twice in Sunday’s 9-2 
lea gue destruction of Den Haag 
and will be out for about three 
months. 

PSV, seeking tbeir fifth straight 
league title, are just one pomt 
ahead of Ajax, who won 3-0 at 


RKC Waalwijk and have a game 
in hand. 

West German leaden Bayern 
face PSV after a 2-0 home win 
over Waldhof Mannheim left 
them a point dear of Eintracht 
Frankfort. Bnt coach Japp 
Heynckes said: “The team have 
not made so much progress that I 
can say - we will win the European 
Cup.” 

Is France, Bordeaux’s Belgian 
trainer Raymond Goetftals re- 
fused to let the league leaders’ 3-0 
defeat in Cannes, their heaviest 
of the season, rattle him. 

The dub retains a four-point 
lead over Marseille, who did not 
play ’as they prepared to face 
Cfta Sofia away in the European 
Cop. But Marseille have two 
games in hand. 

“Why worn?,” Goethals said. 
“We’re already surprised to be so 
well placed anyway. We’ve got 41 
points and we just need seven or 
eight more to make sure of a 
European (dace. That was our 
aim for the season, nothing 
more.” 

Despite his brave words, Bor- 
deaux have to be concerned by 
their shaky form since the mid- 


winter break. They have dropped 
five points in five games. 

In Spain, new Atletico Madrid 
coach Joaquin Peiro was scathing 
after a disappointing 1-1 draw at 
home to Real Oviedo left them 
nine points behind leaders Real 
Madrid. 

"The players were a bit apathe- 
tic and I'll have to talk to them 
tins week,” Pdro said. He would, 
■not say if he plans changes in the 
team which could easily have lost 
Sunday’s game 

Portugal’s Benfica, at bone to 
Soviet side Dnepropetrovsk in 
the European Cop Wednesday, 
should be in good heart after a 
4-0 win at Penafiel on Sunday. 

The victory kept than three 
points behind leaders Porto, who 
beat Sporting 3-2 at home. 

In the English League, Aston 
Villa’s 2-0 defeat at Coventry 
Sunday, their second in a row, 
allowed Liverpool, who beat 
MOhrall 1-0 Saturday, to end the 
weekend one point ahead. 

Villa bad the chance a week 
earlier of going five points dear 
of Liverpool but muffed it with a 
shock 3-0 defeat at home to 
Wimbledon. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Muster wins Egypt’s championship 

CAIRO (R) — Austrian Thomas Muster sailed to an easy victory 
over Spaniard Jose Francisco Alter Sunday to win one of the 
world’s oldest tournament — Egypt’s international tennis cham- 
pionship. 

Krickstein wins Scottsdale classic 

SCOTTSDALE, Arizona (R) — Aarow Krickstein beat feDow- 
American Tim Mayotte 6-3, 6-4 Sunday to take foe $100/100 first 
prize in the Scottsdale Clastic men’s round-robin exhibition. 

Runner in Los Angeles marathon dies 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A runner in the Los Angeles marathon 
died after he suffered a heart attack near the end of the course, 
officials said. William McKinney, 59, of file Los Angeles suburb 
Altadena co&apsed near the 21-mile mark of the 26.2-orile course 
and died an hour later at Midway hospital, said race spokesman 
Brace Dworshak. 

Union calls Italy’s WC sites a bloodbath 

ROME (R) — Bmkfing sites for fiiis summer’s World Cop soccer 
finals in Italy are becoming a bloodbath, with 16 fetal construction 
accidents, and require urgent government action, Italy’s largest 
trade union said Sunday. “The World Cop construction sites are. 
t urniqg into a bloodbath,” Antonio Pizzmato, leader of Italy’s 

Cgfl Tirade- Union Coarfederarion, told reporters. 

fa.-'. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH QUAR SHARIF 
ATANNAH H1RSCH 
e way tumm imm antn mo. 


Both vulnerable. Bast deals. 

NORTH 

* 72 

9 Q J8Z 

0 K 73 

* K J 10 5 

WEST EAST 

«QUIS3 4 A J 94 

9 K 9 6 5 3 

0 JIB 92 0 A Q 8 5 

4 64 3 4 72 

SOUTH 

* K< 

9 A 10 9 7 4 

0 64 

4 A Q 98 
The bidding: 

East Sooth West North 

Pass 1 9 Pass 3 9 

Pass 4 9 Pass Pass 

Pan 

Opening lead: Jack of 0 

Two of the prime considerations 
in the play of a hand are assumption 
and deduction. And, in the words of 
a popular song, “yon can’t have one 
without the other." This hand from 
a rubber bridge game was reported 
In the Mkbmrth Bridge Forma by 
Joe Scott of Rogers, Ariz. 

Conventionally, North’s jump to 
three hearts was invitational. 
South’s raise to game was routine, 
since his 13 HCP were well bobtered 
by intermediates and distributional 
values. 


THE KING IS DEAD 

West led the jack of d iamonds ; 
and declarer rose with dummy's 
king. East took bis ace, then contin- 
ued with with queen of diamonds 
and another, raffed by de cl arer. 
How would yon play the band? 

At first sight, it might seem de- 
clarer should simply play the per- 
centages <at , i > the heart finesse. 
But appearances are often deceptive 
(especially for a candidate for a 
bridge column, which would lordly 
have seen the fight of day had the 
contract depe nd e d on a mere fi- 
nesse). First, c onsider what you 
need to make game. 

You have already lost two tricks, 
so you can afford to lose only one 
more. Unless East has the ace of 
spades, you are destined to lose two 
tricks in A»t wit, to you h»m| as- 
sume (hat East has that ace. That 
enables you to deduceUm West has 

the king of hearts. Why? 

East, who passed in first seat, has 
already shown up with the ace- 
queen of diamonds (6 points) and, 
you assume, the ace of spades (4 
points). If he had the king of hearts 
as wdl, he had a soond opening bid. 
Therefore, you have deduced that 
West has the king of tramps, so 
yonr only chance is to find it single- 
ton. So phmk down the ace of 
hearts, watch the monarch fall and 
dahn yonr contract. 
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Is gymnast Brandy 
over the hill at 16? 


By David Ginsbnzg 

The Associated Press 

FAIRFAX, Virginia — In an era 
when many sports stars are play- 
ing well into their 40s, gymnast 
Brandy Johnson is fending off 
questions about her advancing 
years at the ripe old age of 16. 

■ The life span of a female gym- 
' nast seems longer only than that 
of a butterfly. Although Johnson 
still wears a ponytail and hasn’t 
gotten out of high school, the 
1968 Olympian u nevertheless 
perceived by many as an old lady. 

“Everybody is questioning me 
about the young people coming 
up,” she said. “There’s always 
going to be up-and-comers, but 
fn be 19 in 1992. That’s hardly 
too old to win a medaJL 

“Yqu don’t pot an age limit on 
ytfnr game,” she said, ‘‘when you 
feel the time is right to retire, you 
will. Right now I don’t feel that 
way.” 

Johnson will be tested by a bast 
of American and international 
foes this weekend when she 
a t temp ts to defend her McDo- 
nald’s American Cup tide. Male 
and female athletes from more 
than 15 countries will compete in 
the two-day competition that has 
hosted such stars as Nadia Com- 
aneci, Bart Connor, Mary Lou 
Retton and Kurt Thomas. 

Johnson became fins country’s 
darting during the 1968 Olympics 
when she placed 10th as the 
highest all-around finisher among 
all American gymnasts.. As she 
gears up for the 1992 games, the 
93-pounder (42-lrilo) insists that 
although she is getting older, 
she’s getting better. 

“I (Man to compete as long as I 
can without putting an age H mi t 
on myself,” she said. “As long as 
I'm progressing — and I think I 
am — then I'm going to stick with 
it.” 

Ironically, only two years ago 
she was considered too young to 


make it to the Olympics. In 1988, 
she became the top junior in the 
country, but many of the so- 
called experts told her she didn’t 
have the experience to make the 
Olympic team. 

“People were saying, ‘she’s too 
young for ’88.’ Now they're 
saying, ‘she’s too old for *92.’ I 
guess Fm going to have to prove 
myself again,”” Johnson said. 
u As long as Fm progressing and 
I'm happy with what I’m doing, 
Fm not going to put a limit on 
myself.” 

The Olympic experience and 
the fame she gained from it has 
matured Johnson quickly. 


Navratilova 

wins 

tournament 

INDIAN WELLS, California 
(AP) — Martina Navratilova lost 
her first set of the year but still 
beat Helena Sukova of Czechos- 
lovakia 6-2, 5-7, 6-1 Sunday to 
win die $350,000 Virginia SHmn 
of Indian Wells tennis tourna- 
ment. 

The top-seeded Navratilova 
overpowered the third-seeded 
Sukovain the third set, losing just 
the fifth game when she had her 
service broken. Navratilova, 33, 
then broke back and held her 
serve to win the one hour, 37- 
mhmte much , 

Navratilova, who earlier this 
year won the Virginia Slims 
tournaments at Chicago and 
Washington earned $70,000 for 
her latest victory, the 149th ting- 
les tide of her career. Sokova, 25, 
earned $28,000. 

The championship match was 
played under very windy condi- 
tions. 

“Fve played under a lot of 
conditions before, but never in a 
sandstrom,” Navratilova said af- 
ter receiving her whiner’s check. 
“It was rough. The wind was 
gusty and unpredictable.” 

Navratilova was ahead 5-2 in 
the second set, but Sukova then 
won five straight games, breaking 
Navratilova’s service twice and 
holding service three times,, to 
force tee third set, which Navrati- 
lova dominated. 

“At 6-5 (in the second set), she 
hit an ace, my feet just stopped 
moving,” Navratilova said. 
“Then they started moving 
again.” 

Navratilova all bnt ended 
Sokova’s hopes by taking a 4-0 
lead in tee third set. Sukova had 
two double-break points in the 
first game of tee final set, but 
couldn’t convert either one. 

“I had my rh*nr** in the first 
game” of the final set, Sukova 
said. “Then, when I was serving, 
I was slowly losing it. She was 
much tougher in teat third set.” 


SEEKING 

Local leading medical equipment company is seeking: 

— A university graduate in business administration. Age 25-30 

— Electronic bio-medical engineer. 

Perfect command of the English language is a must 

If Interested please .mall C.V. and telephone number to 
P.O. Box 830387 


WANTED 

Furnished flat for rent 

Consists of two or three bedrooms and their utilities, and in 
good condition. 

Please call tel. 819877 from 8 a.m. — 2 p.m. and 
from 7-9 p.m. 


1987 DAEWOO, Royal Saloon, foil automatic, aircondition, 
power steering, central lock, (full options) excellent 
conditions. 

Price: JD 9,500 cash. 

For more Information, please call 603850 after 2:00 p.m. 


POSITION VACANCY 


Aid Project Management Specialist 
Family Health Services 

The U.S. Agency for International Development has a vacancy for an AID 
Project Management Specialist (Family Health Services). The applicant 
should have a Bachelor’s degree in a health or allied health field with four 
to six years of progressively responsible, professional level experience 
in health or allied health field. At least three years of this experience 
should have been in responsible development assistance or related 
work for other donor organisations, host-government organisation or 
private sector institutions. Graduate degrees such as M.A., M.S., PhD, 
M.D. may be substituted for an equivalent portion of the work 
experience. 

Interested candidates who believe they have the required qualifica- 
tions to fill this position may apply in writing by submitting a recent 
biographical data and salary history in English to the following address: 

Personnel Office 

U.S. Agency for International Development 
P.O. Box 354 
Amman, Jordan 

Deadline for accepting applications is .March 14, 1990. 


Thousands welcome Iraqi team 
after quitting Gulf tournament 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq’s 

national football team received a 
hero’s welcome on their return 
Monday after withdrawing from 
tee 10th Gulf Cup soccer tonran- 
ment in Kuwait. 

Thousands of Iraqis danced 
and sang at tee airport VIP 
lounge to welcome the team, 
flown home on a special plane 
after rejecting attempts to have it 
stay in the games. 

Oudai Hussein, president of 
tee Iraqi Football Federation and 
son of President RarMam Hus- 
sein, ordered tee team back after 
national team captain and back 
Adoaao Darjal was expelled dar- 
ing a tough match Saturday 
against die United Arab Emi- 
rates. 

The UAE, one of tee World 
Cup finalists, scored on the sub- 
sequent penalty kick and tee 
game ended with a 2-2 draw. 

The Iraqis, current champions 
and favourites with Kuwait to win 
the games, accused the referee of 
bias and said he was bribed to 
favour tee UAE team. 

The government-run media 


attacked what it described as the 
mismanagement of tee tourna- 
ment and called for a new cham- 
pionship to replace the Gulf Cup, 
played every two years since 
1970. 

Baghdad newspapers quoted 
an unidentified soccer federation 
spokesman Sunday as saying 
Oudai agreed with tee son of 
King Fahd of Saadi Arabia, who 
runs tee kin gd om's soccer federa- 
tion, on the need for a new 
tournament. 

Saudi Arabia withdrew its team 
before the games started Feb. 20, 
calling tee emblem insulting be- 
cause it featured two hones that 
played a key role in repulsing a 
Saudi invasion of Kuwait in the 
1920s. 

In Kuwait, the Iraqi team uas 
seen off by Sheikh Fahd AJ 
Ahmad A1 Sabah, the country’s 

7 sports official and president 
the organising committee for 
the tournament. 

“No matter what happened at 
the tournament, Iraq trill remain 
respected by our people, lead- 


ership and government,” he told 
the. departing Iraqis. “Differ- 
ences can occur among brothers, 
bnt this must not affect tee love 
teat binds our two nations.” 

The head of the Iraqi delega- 
tion, Hesham Ajjaj told tee 
Kuwaiti official that ins country's 
protest was basically directed 
against the umpiring. 

Membeis of the Kuwait orga- 
nising committee, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, reported 
that tee Iraqis said they would 
reconsider polling out if the cap- 
tain’s expulsion was revoked. 

Sports officials, however, said 
it was all but impossible for tee 
technical committee to reverse 
the ruling as it would entail the 
referee admitting that he was 
wrong, ending his career. All 
referees in the competition are 
sanctioned by tee International 
Football Association (FIFA). 

Iraq, UAE, Bahrain, Oman, 
Qatar and hosts Kuwait were 
taking part in exhibition contest. 

The tournament's, technical 
committee met Monday to review 
ream standings without Iraq. 


Karpov aiming for revenge match 
with world champion Kasparov 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — For- 
mer world chess champion 
Anatoly Karpov of the Soviet 
Union says he is confident of 
beating Jan Timman of the 
Netherlands in tee month-long 
World Candidates' final that be- 
gins here Thursday. 

The winner in the Malaysian 
capital will challenge current 
champion Gary Kasparov of the 
Soviet Union for the world title. 

“I believe I am the only player 
who can take on Kasparov. Tun- 
man has no chance,” said Kar- 
pov, world champion from 1975 
to 196S and now ranked second. 

. “T imman is very experienced 
bnt his problem for many years is 


that he becomes nervous at the 
crucial stages,” he said. 

Kasparov took the title from 
Karpov in 1985. They fought to a 
12-12 draw in a re-match in Spain 
in 1987 and tee defending cham- 
pion retained the title. 

Karpov and Timman , world 
number three, have met 50 times 
in the past 22 years. Karpov has 
won 16 times, Timman has taken 
three and the rest were drawn. 

T imman has refused to be 
drawn into any pre-match show 
of confidence but told reporters 
he had learned from his previous 
defeats to Karpov. 

“The match would be interest- 
ing and I am playing better than 


FLAT FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Furnished super deluxe flat 190 sqm ground floor, consists of 
two bedrooms, verandas, maid room, large L-shaped salons, 
sitting and dining rooms including BAR, spacious kitchen, two 
bathrooms with TV/Videa/Stereo with all electrical appliances 
including electrical shutters. Bar-B-Q, grass pitched garden and 
garage, separate telephone, water, heating and electricity. Next 
to Elia Nuqul Residence - Abdoun. 

For more information please contact 814850, 823439. 


IP 


Amra Forum Hotel, a division of InterContinental Hotels Cor- 
poration is in need of the following candidates due to their 
forthcoming opening of a new outlet “Vienna Cafe" 


applicants should have an experience In this field. 
For interview, please contact the Personnel Office, 
Antra Hotel from 8.* 00 a.m. until 5 Ml p.m. 


before,” he said. 

An officia l of te e World Chess 
Federation (FIDE) said that as 
bote players knew each other 
well there would be no need for 
an appeals committee, a rare 
move for such matches. 

“I expect the match to be 
friendly. We are good friends,” 
Karpov said of Timman. 

“We are on good terms. To say . 
we are friends would be an exag- 
geration but I don’t expect any 
conflicts,” T imman tola repor- 
ters. 

Helping Timman prepare foF 
the match are grandmaster Ulf 
Andersson of Sweden, Gyula Sax 
of Hungary and Vlastimil Hort of 
tee Soviet Union. 

On Karpov’s side will be Soviet 
grandmasters Igor Zaitsev and 
Oleg Ro man ishin and interna- 
tional master Mikhail Podagets as 
well as American grandmaster' 
Ron Henley. 

Gudmundur Amlaugsson of 
Iceland is the chief arbiter for the 
match, which will be over 12 
games. 


_ 1 E ■ ■ a — L 

/many villas AND > 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 
In Shmeisani. Sweifieh 
Abdoun and many olher loca- 
tions. 

For more information 
please call , 

Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY ? 

Waei Real Estate j 

Tel: 685342, 682097 1 


— POSITION VACANCY — 

Aid Project Management Specialist 
Public Health/Child Survival Services 


The U.S. Agency for International Development has a vacancy for an AID 
Project Management Specialist (Public Health/Child Survival Services). 
The applicant should have a Bachelor's degree in a health or allied 
health field with five to seven years of progressively responsible, 
professional level experience in health or allied health field. At least four 
years of this experience should have been in responsible development 
assistance or related work for other donor organisations, host-govern- 
ment organisation or private sector institutions. Graduate degrees such 
as M.A., M.S., PhD, M.D. may be substituted for an equivalent portion of 
the work experience. However, some work experience will normally be 
required for this position, 

Interested candidates who believe they have the required qualifications 
to fill this position may apply in writing by submitting a recent 
biographical data and salary history in English to the following address: 

Personnel Office 

U.S. Agency for International Development 
p. o. Box 354 
Amman, Jordan 

Deadline for accepting applications is March 14, 1990. 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


TWINS 


IttfimaccE 


m &is, &30, 



Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144^N Cinema 


Omar A! Sharif and 
MurvatAmln 
in 

ALARAGOUZ 

(Arabic) 

PMfnniiinrcK j;l5. M5, 8:13, Mfclj 



NIGHT 

& 

TRAITORS 

(Arabic) 


Tel: 675571 



Perfor ma nce*: £30.630, 8U>, 1030 Friday A Snaday ate show at 11*0 ul 
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Cinema 

PLAZA ™ : 6992381 


REVENGE OF 
THE NERDS 

PcrfbrmmuTr 330, &00, 830. 1030 
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appear 
itary Issue 


MANAGUA (E) — Nicaragua’s opposing political 
parties appear to be edging closer to consensus on 
she fatoe cf U.S.-backed contra rebels and the 
Sandinasto army. 


Whit ro do with the two armies 
is the thorniest problem facing 
Nicaragua as the Sandinista 
National Liberation Front, Sur- 
prisingly defected in last week’s 
elections, prepare to hand over 
power to a victorious 14-party 
alliance led by opposition news- 
paper publisher Violeta Cfca- 
morTO. 

A commentary in Chamorro's 
La Preasa newspaper Sunday 
took ar. extraordinarily concilia- 
tory line toward the Sandinistas, 
who have demanded that the 
Sandinisia army remain intact 
and that the Honduras-based 
conrras disband. 

“Uno (the National Opposition 
Union) must recognise that the 
Sundinista people's army will 
keep its name by constitutional 
mandate and tha't the redaction 
and reorganisation of the army 
must not mean its institutional 


dismantling,'' the unsigned article 
said. 

It also said that contra rebels, 
who have fought an eight-year 
war against Sandinista rule, must 
be disarmed and their camps in 
neighbouring Honduras dis- 
banded. 

“Their entry into the country 
organised and armed, or their 
continued presence in Honduras, 
would be a grave threat to peace 
(and) an open door to re- 
venge...” it said. 

San dinis tas fear they will be 
defenceless against revenge 
attacks by the contras if the San- 
dinista army is dissolved. 

Final results of the elections, 
published Sunday, showed UNO 
fell four seats short of achieving a 
big enough parliamentary major- 
ity to change the constitution, 
which enshrines many Sandinista 


principles. 

UNO spokesman Luis Sanchez 
said the UNO would seek a re- 
view because many votes had 
been annulled, leaving the 
alliance two or three seats short 
of the expected total. 

UNO mil have 51 seats in the 
new National Assembly to the 
Sandinista front's 39. A centrist 
and a far-left party each have one 
seat. 

President Daniel Ortega has 
said contra disbandment is a con- 
dition for a peaceful transfer of 
power on April 25. 

For the first time, Ortega’s 
opponents at home and in the 
United States appear to share his 
impatience. U.S. President 
George Bush has sent an envoy, 
Harry Shlandeman, to meet the 
contras and UNO is pushing for 
the rebels to rapidly disband. 

Nicaraguan Cardinal Miguel 
Oban ck> Y Bravo, often a fierce 
critic of the San dinis tas. said Sun- 
day he would send two repre- 
sentatives to Honduras this week 
to discuss disbanding the guer- 
rillas. 


Ortega said at a Managua 
church Sunday that Nicaraguans 
faced their greatest test to 
achieve peace and to eradicate 
hatred and vengeance. 

Meanwhile heavily-armed con- 
tra rebels roaming inside Nicara- 
guan territory say they will not 
lay down their weapons until the 
sandinistas have left power and 
the leftists' army has been dis- 
solved. 

“1 couldn't say the war has 
ended,” said Contra patrol leader 
“freddy” in a village located in a 
valley in this nortehrn province 
bordering Honduras. 

“We still haven't been assured 
that the San dinistas are going to 
abandon their arms. AimI white 
the Sandinistas are in Nicaragua 
there will be no democracy or 
liberty for the Nicaraguan 
people.” 

Reporters found a small contra 
patrol Sunday as it held a meeting 
with villagers, apparently taking 
advantage of a unilateral cease- 
fire announced by Ortega last 
week. 


ICatfas under 
after summit with Bush 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Minister 
Tcshiki Kaifu. back from a 
weekend U.S. -Japan summit, 
faces renewed political pressure 
on the home front that could 
undermine promises be made to 
President George Bush to tackle 
bilateral trade problems. 

Kaifu. in talks with senior 
members of the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) Mon- 
day. reaffirmed his U.S. pledge 
to change the structure of japan’s 
economy to reduce the country’s 
annual S50 billion trade surplus 
with the united States. 

But criticism is mounting here 
that the promise Kaifu made to 
Bush in California could fall by 
the wayside as the prime minister 
struggles to control a weakening 
political situation at heme. 

While the ruling party won a 
majority in the Lower House in 
recent polls, it still faces con- 
frontation in the opposition-con- 
trolled Upper House, which can 
block passage of all key legisla- 
tion with the exception of the 
budget. 

Takako Doi, who heads the 
Japan Socialist Party (JSP). the 
largest opposition group, laun- 
ched an attack on Kaifu in parlia- 
ment Monday, saying he went 
ill-prepared to the hastily 
arranged meeting with Bush. 

“Prune Minister Kaifu, what in 
fact did you promise the presi- 
dent?” she bellowed in the Lower 
House. “You made promises that 


the Japanese people have yet to 
hear about.” 

Kaifu told LDP officials earlier 
Monday that “the most urgent 
task (for Japan) was to cooperate 
seriously" in solving bilateral 
trade problems under discussion 
in so-called Structural Impedi- 
ments Initiative (SID talks, first 
launched last September. 

The United States is pressing 
Japan to help slash its U.S. trade 
surplus by introducing structural 
changes that would streamline 
the country's complex distribu- 
tion system, reduce housing costs 
and bring down high prices for 
consumer goods. 

Masaya Ito, a well-known poli- 
tical commentator, said while the 
government may be able to draw 
up a general plan to introduce 
structural reforms, “there is no 
likelihood it will pass into law 
with an Upper House controlled 
by the opposition.” 

Ito, a former secretary to the 
late Prime Minister Masayoshi 
Ohira, said: “Kaifu is in a diffi- 
cult position after his meeting 
with Bush. There’s no way he can 
keep the promises he made.” 

Some political observers say 
that the occasion for real dialogue 
will come when Noboru Takeshi - 
ta, the former premier and most 
influential LDP power broker, 
visits Washington next week. 

“He may be powerful but the 
doesn't control the opposition.” 
Ito remarked. 


Doss Gorbachev live 
at i® Kosyglia Street? 


MOSCOW (API — Mikhail Gor- 
bachev may have dropped a clue 
about one of his mystrics: Where 
he lives. 

.After voting in local elections 
Sunday. Gorbachev led a crowd 
of journalists and passerby to No. 
10 Kosygin Street, a pale yellow 
building perched on the highest 
bank of the Moscow River, with a 
magnificent view of the city and 
the Kremlin. 

There, guard turned back the 
journalists, the rest of the crowd 
blccked the view of Gorbachev 
anti a motorcade of three Zil 
Limousines may cr may not have 
taken Gorbachev away. 

From the streect. the yellow 
edifies appears to be just an 
unusually fine apartment build- 
ing. Next door is the dull gray 
building that was the home of the 
late Alexei Kosygin when he was 
Soviet premier in the 1960s and 
1970s. and for whom the street is 
named. 

But from the river below, bay 
windows and balconies bespeak a 
rich residence designed to take 
private advantage of a 
stupendous site. 

Neighbours who watched it 
being built several years ago say 
the five-floor building extends 
another 5ve stories into the bed- 
rock of the Lenin Hifis. A few 
hundred metres away, a metro 
line zips straight to the Kremlin 
Wall. 

The U.S. Defence Department 
claims the Lenin Hills are laced 
with civil defence tunnels, and 
rumours have long circulated in 
Moscow that Soviet leaders have 
a private underground train line 
from the Kremlin to bunkers in 
this virtual cliff overlooking the 
capital. 

Indeed, the unmistakable Zil 
limousines used by just a handful 
of top Soviet leaders only occa- 
sionally appear at the blockhouse 
guarding No. 10 Kosygin St. 

“If Gorbachev lives here, he 
comes and goes underground,” 
said a Westerner who resides in 
the neighbourhood. 

Gorbachev's true home has al- 
ways been a source of specula- 


tion. The four-Zil convoy widely 
assumed to cany the Soviet lead- 
er -routinely races down Kutu- 
zovsky prospect and Rublovs- 
koye Shosse. far and away the 
best-maintained roads in the 
capital . 

Police clear traffic from the 
middle, so-called “Zil Lane” ev- 
ery morning and evening to let 
the limousines sail by. 

Locals say that just past Mos- 
cow's outer ring road, they turn 
right down an unmarked road 
visibly guarded by a lone police- 
man. At night, the route is bright- 
ly lit, standing out in a city short 
of street lights and generally 
shrouded in gloom. 

Gorbachev is widely believed 
to spend most evenings at a 
dacha, or country home, in a 
well-guarded compound down 
that road. Like many areas on the 
outskirts of Moscow, foreigners 
are barred from setting foot in it. 

During their 1988 summit, 
then-Presideut Ronald Reagan 
and his wife Nancy dined at Gor- 
bachev’s dacha, described then as 
“a sprawling walled compound.” 

But on Sunday, after voting at 
the Institute of Chemical Physics, 
at No. 4 Kosygin SL, Gorbachev 
stopped to speak with reporters 
and passers-by, both inside and 
outside the gates of the heavily 
wooded grounds of the institute. 
Then he walked briskly several 
hundred metres down the boule- 
vard. 

Hefty security men roughly 
baited correspondents far from 
the security gates, where the 
small crowd surrounding the 
leader shuffled positions and split 
up, obscuring the whereabouts cf 
Gorbachev, bis wife Raisa, 
daughter Irina, her husband Igor 
and their two children. 

Several people then drove 
away in two limousines parked 
outside, and moments litter a 
third Zfl departed from inside the 
compound. 

If Gorbachev had just left his 
city residence, no one could be 
sure which long, black vehicle 
carried him . 


E. German papers attack 
Kohl over Polish border 


EAST BERLIN (R) — East Ger- 
man newspapers attacked West 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl's conditions for recognising 
Poland's borders Monday, with a 
Communist paper accusing him 
of “German megalomania.” 

They criticised Kohl's linkage 
of the border issue to a Polish 
renunciation of war reparations 
claims against Germany and a 
treaty guaranteeing the rights of 
ethnic Germans in Poland. 

“This expresses once again that 
German megalomania with which 
Europe has had more than 
enough unpleasant experience,” 
the Communist Party newspaper 
Neues Dentsch said. 

“Those who question the bor- 
der on the Oder and Neisse Riv- 
era, drawn in blood, or want to 
make it subject to negotiation, 
lock the door to German unity,” 
the paper said. 

The non-party Berliner 
Zeitung said Kohl had become 
unbearable, even for his own 
liberal coalition partners. 

“This man is simply no longer 
tolerable — at least for responsi- 
ble politicians concerned about a 


dependable Germany in a peace- 
fill Europe,” it said. 

It called' on East Germany's 
own conservative affiance to stop 
inviting Kohl to its campaign ral- 
lies for the general election on 
March 18. 

Kohl, the East German con- 
servatives' main electoral asset, 
argues that only a united Ger- 
many can legally renounce claims 
to territories of the 1987 German 
Reich handed over after World 
War n to Poland and the Soviet 
Union. 

The Christian Democratic 
chancellor’s stance, which has 
alarmed Poland and angered 
Bonn's other European neigh- 
bours. appears aimed at recover- 
ing voters from the far-right Re- 
publican Party in next Decem- 
ber’s West German election. 

East Germany recognised the 
Polish border in 1950. East Ger- 
man Prime Minister Hans Mod- 
row is expected to join the Soviet 
Union in demanding binding 
guarantees for the Polish border 
when he meets Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev in Moscow 
Tuesday. 


U.N. conference calls for 
action against illiteracy 


JOMTtEN, Thailand (AP) — 
Delegates to an international 
conference on education called 
Monday for urgent action against 
illiteracy, which affects almost a 
billion people. 

A top United Nations official, 
Frederico Mayor, told the meet- 
ing that the decade has begun 
with a historic opportunity for 
peace and an end to ideological 
confrontation, but added: 

“How can we hope to advance 
on the road to freedom and 
democracy as long as one in three 
adults in the world remains 
illiterate?” 

Mayor, head of the U.N. Edu- 
cational Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO), said 
almost a billion adults worldwide 
were illiterate and nearly all were 
in developing countries. 

More than 100 million children 
have no access to basic education, 
also mostly in the poor nations, 
be said in a speech. 

Mayor was among the more 
than 1,200 representatives from 
155 countries at the five-day 
world conference on education 
for all, the largest meeting ever 
on education. The cooferene at 
Jomtien. a beach resort about 110 
kilometres southwest of Bang- 


kok, is mainly sponsored by the 
United Nations. 

It is expected to endorse a 
world declaration on providing 
education for all people and on a 
framework for achieving this. 

In a speech, Thailand's Prin- 
cess Sirin dhorn called poverty the 
root cause of illiteracy and said it 
was the duty of all people to fight 
it. 

Modern technology thus far 
has not helped reduce illiteracy, 
said President Hussein Muhamad 
Ershad of impoverished Bang- 
ladesh. 

Besides Ershad. two other 
heads of state are attending the 
conference: President Borja Rod- 
rigo of Ecuador and President 
Daniel Arap Moi of Kenya, who 
came with a delegation of more 
than 100 people. President Mam- 
moon Abdul Gayoom of Mal- 
dives had been expected but fin- 
reasons unknown here, did not 
arrive. 

Mayor said illiteracy was most 
acute among women in develop- 
ing countries. In those countries, 
an average of half the women are 
illiterate and in some nations, the 
figure is as high as 75 per cent, he 
said. 


Mandela 

visits 

Zimbabwe’s 

war 

memorial 

HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) — 
Nelson Mandela laid a wreath 
Monday at a memorial to those 
who died fighting for the inde- 
pendence that transformed white- 
ruled Rhodesia into black-gov- 
erned Zimbabwe. 

Mandela, 72, vice-president of 
the African National Congress 
(ANC), began his fourth week of 
freedom from South African pris- 
ons at the North Korean-built 
shrine — a monument to the 
blacks' wartime victory. 

The veteran black nationalist, a 
symbol of the fight against Pre- 
toria’s racial policy of apartheid, 
said Zimbabwe's victory was an 
inspiration to the people of his 
own country where some 5 mil- 
lion whites wield political and 
economic power over 28 million 
others. 

President Robert Mugabe, who 
led the Zimbabwean guerrillas in 
die seven-year conflict, the pre- 
vious day declared Monday Man- 
dela Day, a public holiday in 
honour of his guest But. many 
Zimbabweans flocked to work, 
anyway, unaware they’d been 
given a day off. 

At a state banquet Sunday 
night, Mugabe urged “all libera- 
tion forces in South Africa to 
harness their energies so as to 
hasten the end of the evil system 
of apartheid and the creation of a 
democratic and non-racial South 
Africa.” 

The ANC, its rivals the Pan- 
Africanist Congress (PAC) and 
the South African Communist 
Party were all legitimised by Pres- 
ident F.W. de Klerk last month 
as a prelude to Mandela's release 
from 27 veara' imprisonment on 
Feb. II. 

The ANC, which embraces the 
Communist Party, has agreed to 
talks expected to begin in Cape 
Town in mid-March. But the 
PAC, which Mugabe once 
favoured over the ANC, refuses 
to engage in any discussions. 

Mugabe noted that bis own 
country's independence came as a 
result of direct talks between 
guerrilla leaders and the govern- 
ment under British chairmanship 
in 1979. This was after Mngabe 
himself was detained by Ian 
Smith's Rhodesian regime for 10 
years. 

Mandela has repeatedly vowed 
that whites would have nothing to 
fear in a black-ruled South Afri- 
ca, a promise be repeated on his 
threenday visit to Zimbabwe. 

The ANC leader arrived in 
Harare from Lusaka, the capital 
of neighbouring Zambia where 
his movement has been head- 
quartered. It was formed in 1912 
and outlawed 30 years ago. 


PAC denounces Mandela’s 
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HARARE m — The leader of 
the radical Pan Africanist Con- 
gress (PAC) denounced Nelson 
Mandela’s rail for reconciliation 
with whites in South Africa and 
said his appeal for unity among 
black groups was a waste of time. 

Zeph Mothopeng, the 76-year- 
old PAC president, asked at a 
news conference Monday about 
Mandela’s efforts to ally the fears 
of whites la South Africa, said: 
"Making allowances for the whites 
— that is compromise, appease- 
ment.” 

Mandela, deputy president of 
the rival African National Con- 
gress (ANC), appealed for black 
unity and promised reconciliation 
to Sooth Africa’s five million 
whites on die first day of bis visit 
to Zimbabwe Sunday. 

“We do not believe in appease- 
ment,” Mothopeng said. “We are 
going to recapture, to win and 
attain our freedom.* He scorned 
Mandela's famous speech from 
the dock at his 1964 trial, when he 
spoke of his dual fight against 
both white and black domination. 

“That statement is false. Black 
people have never dominated any 
whites. We have never had that 
opportunity. That is projecting 
the sins of the white people to the 
black people,” Mothopeng de- 
clared. 


He- said Mandela's remarks, 
repeated in his first speech after 
release from prison on Feb. 11, 
were “nice pleasing words” to 
white ears. 

Asked about Mandela's call for 
unity of all anti-apartheid forces, 
Mothopeng said: “I don’t under- 
stand what he means by that ... 
parties have their own policies. 
Yoo will be wasting your time 
because they will never come 
together.’ 1 

He the whites could not 
expect anything as whites, only as 
“azamans”, the PAC term for 
South Africans. “They will al- 
ways be drowned by the black 
majority, -they must accept that. 
It is senseless to think that we are 
going to consider the whites.” 

Mothopeng confirmed that he 
had turned down an invitation 
from President Robert Mugabe 
to a state dinner in honour of 
Mandela Sunday night. 

He said the PAC leadership 
was busy meeting with its sister 
Pan Africanist Movement (PAM) 
and that while the leadership first 
agreed he should go, it was later 
decided that security at the din- 
ner was inadequate. 

The PAC ana PAM reaffirmed 
their opposition to negotiations 
with the South .African govern- 
ment 


Aqutn® troops mop up 


MANILA (AP) — Gunfire 
crackled through the streets of a 
northern provincial capital Mon- 
day as troops searched for a 
suspended governor accused in 
Dercmber’s attempt to topple 
President Corazon Aquino. 

Gov. Rodolfo Aguinaido fled 
Sunday during fighting with gov- 
ernment soldiers in Tuguegarao, 
400 kilometres north of Manila, 
after he refused to surrender on a 
charge of ‘‘rebellion with 
murder.” 

1 On Monday, officials ordered 
the arrest of three mayors, one 
village chief and a lawyer for 
supporting Agninaldo. 

At least 14 people were killed 
in Sunday’s fighting, including 
Brig.- Gen. Oscar Floreodo, who 
was sent on Feb. 28 to Tuguegar- 
ao with other officials to negoti- 
ate with Aguinaido for his sur- 
render. 

Mrs. Aquino told reporters 
Monday she ordered the armed 
forces to arrest Aguinaido “using 
such force as is necessary but 
taking all feasible measures for 
the safety of civilians.” 

Florendo was killed at the six- 
storey Delfino Hotel which was 
seized at 4 a.m. Sunday by armed 
Agninaldo supporters. Govern- 
ment forces counterattacked at 3 
p.m. trying to rescue other offi- 
cials who had barricaded them- 
selves in on the second floor. 

Local Governments Secretary 
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Luis Santos, two mayors, two 
colonels and a navy commodore 
were rescued unharmed, officials 
said. 

Mrs. Aquino said Agumaldo's 
forces killed Florendo before 
fleeing. 

Aguinaido was suspended in 
January as governor of Cagayan 
province for allegedly supporting 
the military rebellion. He told a 
Manila radio station on Dec. 1 
that he was sending tanks and 
artillery to the dty to support 
mutineers trying to oust Mrs. 
Aquino. 

Cagayan province is also the 
birthplace and political stron- 
ghold of opposition Sen. Juan 
Ponce Enrile. 

The confrontation was felt 
Monday on the Manila Stock 
Exchange where share prices 
dosed 1.38 per cent lower. Trad- 
era said investors feared a new 
wave of political unrest in the 
wake of the Tuguegarao blood- 
shed. 

In a statement to news orga- 
nisations, mutinous soldiers re- 
sponsible for the December coup 
attempt deplored Florendo’s 
death but declared support for 
Aguinaido. 

“We call upon the Filipino 
people to express their indigna- 
tion and rejection of the illegiti- 
mate (Aquino) regime before our 
beloved nation is torn apart,” the 
statement said. 


S. Africa sends troops into Ciskei 


JOHANNESBURG, South Afri- 
ca (AP) — South Africa sent 
troops into the Ciskei homeland 
Monday to suppress rioting mobs 
that burned factories and looted 
shops after the territoiy’s author- 
itarian president was ousted in a 
coup. 

South African Foreign Minister 
Pik Botha said the government 
had intervened at the request of 
Brig.- Gen. Oupa Gqozo of the 
Ciskei army, who seized power in 
a military coup Sunday in the 
nominally independent home- 
land. Botha said South Africa 
troops would restore calm. 

More than 50 factories, many 
of them owned by Israeli and 
Taiwanese firms, were set ablaze 
Monday as major rioting and 
looting flared for a second day in 
Mdantsane, a sprawling township 
and industrial area in east Ciskei 
near the South African- dty of 


East London, officials said. 

Mobs also attacked and burned 
businesses and shops in Fort 
Jackson, Dimbasa and Zwehtsa, 
they said. 

“All the shops and factories 
were burning... everybody was 
looting and there was complete 
chaos," said an employee at a 
local hotel. 

Some onlookers tried to stop 
tire looting, but the local police 
made little effort to intervene, 
according to witnesses. 

Several shots were fired, 
apparently by security forces, but 
there were no reports of injuries, 
they said. 

Rioters, many of them drunk, 
broke into shops, removed the 
contents and then set buildings 
ablaze with firebombs, the 
eyewitnesses said. Looters used 
wheelbarrows to haul away 
stoves, refrigerators and other 


goods taken from shops, offidals 
said. 

“Everybody in Mdantsane has 
TVs now,” said one man watch- 
ing the looting. 

South African police were pat- 
rolling the area between East 
London in South Africa and 
Mdantsane in Ciskei to prevent 
rioting or looting on South Afri- 
can territory, police officials said. 

Ciskei, a 9,000-square- 
kilometre territory, is not recog- 
nised as sovereign by any country 
other than South Africa. White- 
ruled South Africa has made Cis- 
kei and three other homelands 
independent as part of efforts to 
create separate homelands for 
blacks, but no other nations rec- 
ognise them as independent. 

The coup Sunday that ousted 
President Lennoz Sebe was 
bloodless with troops seizing con- 
trol of the capital of Bisbo. 


U.S. faces era of Violent peace,’ military leaders say 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
America’s top soldiers say the 
cold war may be over, but 
there are plenty of new ene- 
mies that justify military 
spending — drug runners, ter- 
rorists. Third World despots 
ana even oil spills. 

And they haven’t entirely 
dismissed the Soviet threat, 
ever, as Moscow begins pulling 
its troops out of Eastern 
Europe. 

The world has entered an 
“era of violent peace,” says 
Adm. Carlisle Trost. the 
navy's top officer. There is less 
chance that the superpowers 
mil lob nuclear missiles at each 
other, but more frequent and 
more lethal conflict among riv- 
al Third World nations, he told 
Congress recently. 

The message is that not only 
is the military needed for its 
traditional mission, but that 
military might must be tailored 
to battle threats not previously 
considered big risks to the fu- 
ture of Western democracy. 

It's unclear how this notion 


will be accepted by congress- 
men. Many lawmakers see the 
outbreak of peace as a chance 
to rein in the $300 billion a- 
year military and use the 
money for social and other 
programmes — the so-called 
“peace dividend.” 

Sen. John Warner of Virgi- 
nia, the ranking Republican on 
the Senate Armed Services 
Committee and a strong sup- 
porter of the military, told 
Army Secretary Michael Stone 
at a hearing on Feb. 27 that 
he’d better find a more explicit 
mission than “stability.” 

“What do you put on a 
recruiting poster now — ‘join 
die army and become a stabil- 
ity force”? Warner said. 

Instability in the Third 
Worid is emerging as one of 
the U.S. military's main argu- 
ments against stripping it of 
manpower and modernised 
weaponry. 

Some private analysts say 
the Defence Department legi- 
timately is concerned by a pro- 


liferation of modern arms, in- 
cluding chemical weapons, in 
the Thud World. But they say 
military leaders also may be 
overstating the immediacy of 
these dangers, 

A civil war in a Third World 
country, for example, may post 
less danger ro U.S. security 
now than a few years ago, 
when Moscow may have been 
more likely to exploit such 
openings for the advancement 
of communism, said Alexis 
Cain, an analyst at the Defence 
Budget Project, a non -Partisan 
research group in Washington. 

The military leaders, howev- 
er, insist it’s too soon to relax 
on any front. 

“Perhaps we are at the end 
of the cold war. However, this 
does not mean the epd o? ... 
military rivalry among na- 
tions,” Trost said. “It may well 
mean increased instability ... 
and violence.” 

A similar view was advanced 
by Donald Rice, the air force 
secretary; “the likelihood that 


the U.S. military will be called 
upon at some time and place to 
defend U.S. interests in a 
lethal environment is high — 
but now, more than ever, the 
time and place are difficult to 
predict.” 

Thus the U.S. military must 
be prepared to act as a force 
for stability in every corner of 
the globe, the military chiefs 
say. 

Each service’s civilian and 
uniformed chiefs have testified 
before Congress in recent 
weeks on President George 
Bush’s plan for a slight cut in 
next year's defence budget. 
And each has ticked off the 
same list of security threats 
said to be replacing the tradi- 
tional worry about a Soviet 
attack on Western Europe cr 
America: 

— Third Worid countries 
with increasingly sophisticated 
weaponry. Got. Carl Vuoao, 
the army chief of staff, died 
Libya as an example. He said 
Libya has more battle tanks 


than either France or Britain. 
Several other countries, in- 
cluding Syria, India and Iraq, 
each have more battle tanks 
than France and Britain com- 
bined, Vuono said. 

— Drug traffickers. Stone 
told Congress on Feb. 21 that 
the drug trade has created “an 
unprecedented and perplexing 
threat to our national secur- 
ity.” Compounding the prob- 
lem, he said, is evidence that 
terrorist groups are becoming 
more involved in narcotics traf- 
ficking as a revenue source and 
a network for buying arms. 

— Terrorism. Got. Colin 
Powell, cha irman of the 
Chiefs of Staff, acknowledged 
to Congress that military force 
is “only infrequently” the right 
answer to terrorism, but Stone 
said terrorism was a “primary 
threat” to American citizens. 

— The military says it also 
can make itself useful at home, 
helping civilian authorities re- 
spond to disasters such as last 
year’s Exxon oil spill in 
Alaska. 



PARIS (AP) — Trop Belie Pour 
Toi (too good for yea) , the s tory 
of a salesman who drops his 
too-perfect life with a beautiful 
wife for a passionate affair with 
his dumpy secretary, woe five 
Cesara including Best Movie is 
France’s equivalents of the 
Academy Awards. Bertrand 
Slier, who also won Cesara for 
Best Director and Best Screen- 
play. accepted the award for Best 
Film from American actor Kirk 
Douglas, who was master of cere- 
monies. Carole Bouquet, who 
played the salesman's wife in 
Trop Belle Pour Toi, was. named 
Best Actress. Among those she 
edged out was Josiane Balasfco. 
who put on weight to play the fat 
and apparently ordinary tempor- 
ary secretary who wins the heart . 
of* the car ’salesman, played bv 
Gerard Depardieu. Depardieu 
was nominated for Best Actor, 
but the award went to Philippe 
Noire? for his portrayal fof a 
French army officer in the after- 
math of Worid War I in La Vie Ec 
Rien D' A litre (life and nothing 
else). Tee fifth award for Trop 
Belle Pour Toi went to Claudine 
Merlin for Best Editing. Best 
Foreign Film was Dangerous 
Liaisons, by the British director 
Stephen Frears, an adaptation 
of the 18th-century French novel. 
Les Liaisons Dangereuses by 
Choderos de Lac I os. 

Uruguay duel 
called off 

MONTEVIDEO (R) — A duel 
between a strapping Uruguayan 
police inspector and * pudgy 
newspaper editor, approved by 
the government under a 1920 law 
that allows duelling, has been 
called off because of a technical- 
ity. The Uruguayan government 
gave Inspector Saul Qavcria per- 
mission last month to challenge 
newspaper editor Federico Fassa- 
no io a duel after he refused to 
retract a story flaking the police- 
man with a smuggling case. Fas- 
sano's daily La Republics bad 
reported that two cars registered 
under Claveria’s name were seen 
loaded with smuggled goods. The 
officer proved he had sold the 
cars years earlier and challenged 
Fassano to a duel. Fass3no 
accepted and said be would face 
the officer unarmed. Further 
breaking with tradition, be chose 
a 9G-year-oId ecologist and a con- 
gresswoman as seconds. Follow- 
ing a week in which the planned 
duel came in for heavy criticism. 
Qa vena's seconds told the news- 
man he had been disqualified 
because he bad broken a code of 
conduct banning duellists from 
making public statements. “This 
is an important ethical triumph,’’ 
said the balding Fassano, who 
had turned the duel into a debate 
on violence. “The farce is over.” 
The editor told Reuters he would 
continue to campaign against the 
1920 law which permits duelling. 

Leniln statue 


in Bucharest 

BUCHAREST (R) — Demoli- 
tion workers in Bucharest finally 
succeeded in pulling down a 10- 
metre statue of Lenin in 
Bucharest which had resisted all 
efforts to budge ii over the 
weekend. A squad including 
workers who recalled dismantling 
a statue of Stalin in 1970 after an 
earlier change rn the political 
wind unsuccessfully tried Satur- 
day and Sunday to shift the seven 
tonne bronze effigy with hoists, a 
demobtion ball and blow torches. 
But after more work to detach it 
from its red granite plinth, cranes 
swung it free Monday as a crowd 
of several hundred clapped and 
cheered. 
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